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ON  the  occasion  of  laying  the  cap- 
stone of  the  Salt  Lake  City  Tem- 
ple, it  seemed  appropriate  to  give  des- 
criptions of  sacred  buildings  that  have 
been  erected  under  divine  guidance  in 
ancient  and  modern  times.  To  do  this  in 
a  concise  and  comprehensive  form  has 
been  the  object  of  the  author. 

For  the  data  obtained  in  these  sketches 
the  following  works  have  been  con- 
sulted: The  Bible,  the  two  books  of  the 
Maccabees,  Doctrine  and  Covenants, 
Joseph  Angus'  Bible-Handbook,  Henry 
and  Scotts'  Commentary,  Josephus, 
Digest  of  the  Laws  of  Moses,  History  of 
Joseph  Smith  by  President  George  Q. 
Cannon,  Juvenile  Instructor,  Geschichte 
des  Rabbi  Jeshua,by  Clemens,  Historical 
Record,  Andrew  Jenson,  Contributor, 
and  other  available  works. 

The  dates  and  measurements  of  the  an- 
cient temples  are,of  course,  only  approxi- 
mate, as  the  best  authors  do  not  agree 
on  the  subject.  The  calculations  as  to 
measurements  are  made  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  one  cubit  is  equal  to  twenty-one 
inches. 

ISRAEL  IN  EGYPT. 

From  the  historical  works  of  Moses 
but  little  is  known  about  the  religious 
condition  of  Israel  while  in  bondage  in 
Egypt.     Not  long  after  the  death  of 


Joseph  the  country  changed  rulers.  The 
Hyksos  kings,  who  had  reigned  as 
victorious  invaders  for  about  five  hund- 
red years  were  overthrown,  after  a  series 
of  battles  for  independence  on  the  part 
of  the  Egyptians,  and  a  new  king  arose, 
who  was  under  no  obligation  to  the  de- 
scendants of  Jacob.  On  the  contrary, 
as  a  matter  of  policy,  he  took  measures 
to  exterminate  them.  "He  made  their 
lives  bitter  with  hard  labor  in  mortar, 
and  in  brick,  and  of  all  manner  of  labor 
in  the  field,"  and  decreed  at  last  that  all 
their  male  infants  should  be  killed. 

That  a  people  so  situated  were  unable 
to  devote  their  time  to  the  rearing  of 
temples  is  obvious.    Yet,  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  during  the  hap- 
pier part  of  their  sojourn  as  strangers  in 
the  landj  of  Goschen  they  had  erected 
some  kind  of  a  sanctuary,  and,  under 
the  guidance  of  their  father  and  their 
illustrious  brother,  both  inspired  men, 
had   organized   a   system  of  worship, 
which,  however,  would  necessarily  be 
much  neglected  when  the  persecution 
raged.     This  may  be  inferred  from  the 
fact  that  when  Moses  was  sent  to  liber- 
ate them  they  had  Elders  to  represent 
them  and  could  hold  conferences  on  the 
divine   message    to  be    delivered  to 
Pharaoh.     It  is  repeatedly  stated  that 
Moses  gathered  the  Elders  of  Israel. 
This  pre-supposes  a  place  of  gathering 
and  an  organized,  representative  body, 
but  no  description  is  given  of  either. 
The  sanctuary  may  have  been  a  tent, 
since  Israel  did  not  expect  to  remain 
permanently  in  E^ypt,  and  it  seems  to 
have  been  brought  out  of  the  country 
when  the  people  left.     It  is  called  the 
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Testimony  (Ex.  xvi,  34),  probably  as  a 
reminiscence  of  the  servitude  in  Egypt, 
and  to  its  sacred  furniture  was  soon 
added  a  hermetically  closed  vessel  con- 
taining manna,  to  be  kept  for  future 
generations  as  an  evidence  of  the  power 
and  goodness  of  God. 

It  is  important  to  note  the  existence 
of  such  a  sanctuary  as  early  as  before 
the  exodus  of  Egypt,  because  it  proves 
that  the  history  of  sacred  places  dates  as 
far  back  as  the  history  of  the  people  of 
God,  as  a  nation. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  as  will  appear 
in  the  following  sketch,  that  the  history 
of  the  temples  reflects  the  condition  of 
the  people  of  God  itself.  Sanctuaries 
erected  under  the  supervision  of  the  Al- 
mighty are  more  than  specimens  of 
architecture.  They  are  types  of  the 
Church  on  earth.  The  tabernacle  of  the 
wilderness,  with  the  glorious  presence  of 
the  Shekinah,  was  a  symbol  of  the  pil- 
grim church, guarded  by  day  and  by  night 
by  the  angel  of  Jehovah;  the  gorgeous 
temple  of  Solomon  was  a  reflex  of  the 
people  at  that  time;  the  inferior  building 
of  Zerubbabel  reflected  the  condition  of 
the  Jews  returned  from  captivity,  and 
the  tempel  of  Herod,  with  its  splendid 
exterior  but  without  the  most  sacred 
implements  of  worship,  was  an  equally 
true  symbol  of  the  deplorable  religious 
condition  of  the  Jews  at  that  time.  We 
may  draw  the  analogy  further,  and 
notice  that  the  absence  of  any  temple 
after  the  fall  of  Jerusalem  indicates  the 
absence  from  the  earth  of  the  true 
Church,  while  the  rearing  of  temples  in 
this  age  again  proves  that  God  has  a 
people  on  earth.  For  the  lesson  of  his- 
tory is  that  when  the  temple  fell  the 
people  of  God  were  scattered,  and  when 
it  again  rose  from  its  ruins  the  people 
gathered. 


THE  TABERNACLE. 

The  children  of  Israel  were  God's 
people  in  a  peculiar  sense  of  the  word, 
by  virtue  of  the  covenants  made  with 
Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob.  He  de- 
livered them  from  the  bondage  of 
Egypt  and  undertook  to  guide  them 
through  the  wilderness  to  the  promised 
land.  It  was  therefore  in  the  nature  of 
things  that  one  of  their  first  undertak- 
ings after  the  exodus  should  be  to  rear 
a  suitable  structure  where  the,  presence 
of  the  Lord  was  to  be  manifested. 
Jehovah  was,  according  to  their  form  of 
government,  the  sovereign  ruler.  He 
gave  the  law.  To  Him  the  judicial  power 
belonged, and  to  Him  questions  of  peace 
and  war  were  referred,  all  through  His 
nuthorized  servants.  The  necessity  of  a 
placs  especially  set  apart  for  divine 


purposes  was  therefore  at  once  felt,  and 
atent  was  reared,  which  became  known 
as  the  Tabernacle  of  the  Congregation. 
It  was  practically  the  palace  of  Jehovah 
while  His  people  were  wandering  about 
in  the  Arabian  desert  and  for  a  long 
time  alter  the  entrance  into  Canaan. 

Minute  descriptions  of  this  interesting 
structure  are  given  in  Exodus. 

The  expenses  of  the  building  were  de- 
frayed by  voluntary  contributions  by  the 
people.  A  call  was  made  upon  them  to 
contribute  gold,  silver  and  brass,  fine 
linen  of  various  colors,  rams'  skins  dyed 
red,  and  badgers'  skins  and  "shittim- 
wood,"  probably  the  acacia  or  Egyptian 
thorn;  oil  for  light,  spices  for  anointing  * 
oil  and  for  sweet  incense  or  perfume; 
onyx  stones  and  other  precious  stones 
(Ex.  xxv,  1-7). 

They  responded  willingly  to  this  call. 
It  is  stated  (Ex.  xxxv,  22)  "that  they 
came,  both  men  and  women,  as  many 
as  were  willing-hearted,  and  brought 
bracelets  and  earrings,  and  rings  and 
tablets  and  jewelry  of  gold."  And 
the  ladies  "that  were  wise-hearted"  did 
spin,  and  offered  their  productions  of 
blue,  purple,  scarlet  and  fine  linen,  as 
well  as  of  coarser  stuff,  and  in  this  way 
the  necessary  materials  were  soon 
brought  together.  Then  everyone  who 
felt  able  to  work  offered  his  service, and 
as  architects  or  superintendents  of  the 
building,  Moses  selected  two  skillful 
workmen,  Bezaleel  and  Aholiab,  who 
were  "filled  with  the  Spirit  of  God,  in 
wisdom,  in  understanding,  in  knowledge 
and  in  all  manner  of  workmanship"  (Ex. 
xxxvi,  31).  So  eager  were  the  people  in 
bringing  their  gifts  that  a  proclamation 
had  to  be  issued  restraining  them  from 
giving,  because  more  came  in  than 
cculd  be  used  for  the  purpose  designed. 

The  Tabernacle  was  built  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner:  A  frame  was  erected  55 
feet  by  18,  consisting  of  planks  of  acacia 
wood  standing  erect  on  sockets  of  silver, 
each  plank  being  about  30  inches  wide 
and  17  feet  6  inches  long.  The  planks 
were  united  with  poles,  all  overlaid  with 
gold,  and  resting  in  solid  gold  rings, 
thereby  holding  the  planks  in  position. 
The  east  end  of  the  tabernacle  was  not 
boarded,  but  was  closed  by  a  curtain  of 
costly  material  suspended  from  silver 
rods  which  rested  on  five  pillars  covered 
with  pure  gold.  This  framework  was 
covered  with  four  different  curtains. 
The  first  was  made  of  fine  twined  linen, 
curiously  embroidered  in  figures  repre- 
senting "cherubim,"  in  blue,  scarlet  and 
purple.  The  second  cover  was  made  of 
goats'  hair;  the  third  of  rams' skins  dyed 
red,  and  the  fourth,  protecting  only  the 
roof,  was  made  of  badgers'  skins.  All 
these  curtains,  were  made  in  sections, 
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hooked  together.  The  interior  of 
the  tent  was  divided  into  two  apart- 
ments by  a  veil,  also  made  of  fine  linen, 
and  embroidered  in  blue,  purple  and 
scarlet.  It  was  suspended  on  four  pillars 
of  acacia,  overlaid  with  gold  and  resting 
on  bases  of  silver.  The  first  and  larger 
apartment  was  known  as  the  Ho]y  Place, 
and  the  second,  behind  the  veil,  as  the 
Holy  of  Holies. 

Around  the  tabernacle  was  an  en- 
closure or  court,  180  feet  by  90,  formed 
by  linen  curtains  suspended  from  rods 
of  silver,  which  rested  on  pillars  of 
wood.   These  columns,  of  which  there 


brass,  8  feet  9  inches  square  and  5  feet  x 
inches  high.  On  the  south  side  were 
steps  leading  up  to  it,  and  all  the  uten- 
sils necessary  for  the  sacrifices  were  of 
brass.  Between  the  altar  and  the  taber- 
nacle was  placed  a  laver  or  baptismal 
font  made  of  brass  and  filled  with  water 
Concerning  this  the  Lord  says  to 
Moses:  "Aaron  and  his  sons  shall  wash 
their  hands  and  their  feet  therein.  When 
they  go  into  the  Tabernacle  of  the  Con- 
gregation they  shall  wash  with  water 
that  they  die  not"  (Ex.  xxx,  17-20)-  As 
a  feature  of  special  interest  is  mentioned 
the  material  of  which  this  baptismal  font 


The  Kiktland  Temple.    (See  page  14.) 


were  twenty  on  each  side,  were  about  8 
feet  high,  and  rested  on  sockets  of  brass. 
The  entrance  to  the  court  was  on  the 
east  side,  and  was  closed  by  falling 
tapestry,  embroidered  similarly  as  the 
veil  in  the  tabernacle  (Ex.  xxvii,  9-17). 
The  planks  of  the  tabernacle  and  the 
columns  of  the  fence  were  further  secured 
in  a  firm  position  by  pins  of  brass  (Ex. 
xxxv,  18),  which,  according  to  Jose- 
phus,  were  21  inches  long  and  were 
driven  into  the  ground. 

Let  us  now  enter  the  court  of  this 
sacred  edifice.  Here  the  sacrifices  were 
slain  on  the  altar  of  burnt-offering,  a 
structure  of  acacia  wood,  overlaid  with 


was  made.  Small  mirrors  of  metal  were 
used  by  the  ladies,  and  it  seems  that 
many  of  them  gave  these  precious 
articles  to  the  tabernacle,  for  the  sacred 
historian  says:  "And  he  made  the  laver 
of  brass  and  the  foot  of  it  of  brass.of  the 
mirrors  of  the  women  who  assembled  at 
the  door  of  the  tabernacle"  (Ex. 
xxxviii,  8). 

The  furniture  of  the  ante-room,  or  the 
Holy  Place,  consisted  of  the  altar  of  in- 
cense, the  table  of  shewbread  and  the 
candlestick. 

The  altar  .of  incense  was  made  of 
acacia  wood,  21  inches  square  and  42 
inches  high.    It  was  overlaid  with  pure 
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gold  and  richly  ornamented.  On  it 
Aaron  was  to  burn  incense  every  morn- 
ing and  evening,  when  he  entered  the 
place  to  dress  the  lamps  or  to  light 
them. 

Opposite  this  altar  was  a  table  of  the 
same  material,  42  inches  long  and  21 
inches  wide.  It  was  also  overlaid  with 
gold,  and  to  it  belonged  various  plates, 
covers,  spoons,  etc.,  all  made  of  solid 
gold.  This  table  was  to  be  always  spread 
and  furnished  with  the  "shewbread," 
twelve  loaves,  one  for  each  tribe,  and 
set  in  two  rows.  This  bread  was  made 
of  fine  flour  and  belonged  to  Aaron  and 
his  sons,  after  having  been  on  the  Lord's 
table.  They  were  to  eat  it,  however, 
only  in  a  holy  pJace  (Lev.  xxiv,  5-9). 

In  the  centre. of  the  room,  before  the 
veil,  stood  a  candlestick  made  of  a  shaft 
of  pure  gold,  with  six  branches,  three 
on  each  side.  Seven  lamps  spread  the 
light  in  this  room,  which  was  without 
windows.  A  full  description  of  the 
candlestick  is  given  in  Exodus  xxv,  31- 
40.  With  its  tongs  and  other  implements 
it  weighed  one  talent,  which  is  con- 
sidered equal  in  value  to  5475  pounds 
sterling. 

In  the  Holy  of  Holies  was  the  Ark 
of  the  Covenant,  an  oblong  chest  of 
wood  covered  with  gold,  and  sur- 
mounted with  two  golden  figures  called 
Cherubim.  The  glory  of  God  rested  on 
the  lid  of  this  chest — the  Mercy  Seat — 
and  in  the  ark  were  deposited  the  book 
of  the  law,  a  vessel  containing  manna 
and  Aaron's  rod. 

All  this  work  was  completed  in  less 
than  one  year,  and  on  the  first  day  of 
the  first  month  of  the  second  year  after 
the  exodus  the  tabernacle  was  solemnly 
dedicated  to  the  Lord.  The  date  was 
fixed  by  divine  command,  and  corres- 
ponds perhaps  with  the  6th  of  April — 
the  date  of  the  organization  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints— since  the  first  month  of  the 
ecclesiastical  year  commenced  in  the 
early  times,  according  to  prominent 
archaeologists,  with  the  new  moon  of 
April. 

When  everything  had  been  dedicated, 
"a  cloud  covered  the  tent  of  the  congre- 
gation, and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  filled 
the  tabernacle.  And  Moses  was  not  able 
to  enter  into  the  tent  of  the  congregation 
because  the  cloud  abode  thereon.  .  . 
The  cloud  of  the  Lord  was  upon  the 
tabernacle  by  day,  and  fire  was  on  it  by 
night,  in  the  sight  of  all  the  house  of 
Israel  throughout  all  their  journeyings" 
(Ex.  xiv,  33  38). 

This  remarkable  structure  followed 
Israel  during  forty  years'  pilgrimage  in 
the  wilderness.  Whenever  the  cloud 
was  lifted  up  the  tabernacle  was  taken 


down  and  its  various  pieces  Consigned 
to  the  carriers,  and  it  was  again  set  up 
when  the  people  went  into  camp.  On 
entrance  into  Canaan  Joshua  chose  a 
place  called  Shiloh,  where  the  taber- 
nacle was  erected,  and  here  it  remained 
for  more  than  400  years.  When  David 
became  king  the  ark  was  removed  to 
the  City  of  David,  and  when  the  temple 
of  Solomon  was  erected  the  tabernacle 
was  lost  sight  of.  The  sacred  structure, 
which  by  this  time  must  have  borne  all 
the  marks  of  extreme  age,  was  laid  away 
in  the  temple.  The  author  of  the  2nd 
Maccabees  relates  that  the  Prophet 
Jeremiah,  before  the  destruction  ot 
Jerusalem  by  Nebuchadnezzar,  took 
both  the  tabernacle  and  the  ark  with  its 
contents  and  hid  them  in  a  cave  on 
Mount  Sinai.  It  is  expected  by  many 
Jews  that  when  the  final  restoration  of 
the  people  of  God  shall  take  place  these 
sacred  relics  will  again  be  brought 
to  light  as  testimonies  to  the  great  and 
wonderful  dealings  of  Jehovah  with  His 
people  in  past  ages. 


THE  TEMPLE  OF  SOLOMON. 

When  King  Solomon  was  advanced 
to  the  throne  of  Israel,  he  found  himself 
in  possession  of  a  vast  amount  of 
money,  treasured  up  by  his  royal  father 
for  the  purpose  of  building  a  temple. 
David  had  also  purchased  a  suitable 
site  on  Mount  Moriah  and  had  com- 
pleted most  of  the  plans  for  the  build- 
ing. This  was  done  by  the  approval  of 
God,  through  the  Prophet  Nathan  (2 
Sam.  vii.i — 17).  Solomon  could,  there- 
fore, commence  the  great  work  without 
delay. 

The  first  step  he  took  was  to  form  an 
alliance  with  Hiram,  the  king  of  Tyre, 
in  order  to  have  access  to  Lebanon 
with  its  splendid  forests  of  majestic 
cedars.  Hiram  blessed  God  for  the  op- 
portunity of  having  the  famous  king  of 
Jerusalem  for  his  friend  and  the  work  of 
cutting  timber  was  at  once  begun. 
Thirty  thousand  men  were  summoned 
of  Israel  and  sent  into  the  mountains. 
Here  they  were  joined  by  Hiram's  men. 
The  great  cedar  trees  were  felled  and 
floated  along  the  coast,  probably  to 
Jaffa,  and  from  there  transported  to 
Jerusalem.  For  the  timber  Solomon 
paid  Hiram  a  yearly  tribute  of  20,000 
measures  of  wheat  and  20  measures  of 
pure  oil. 

Besides  these  workmen  four  score 
thousand  stone  cutters  a'nd  three  score 
and  ten  thousand  were  employed  that 
carried  burdens,  over  which  were  3,300 
overseers.  It  is  probable  that  this  great 
force  did  not  work  simultaneously,  but 
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in  rotation,  giving  them  opportunity  to 
look  to  their  own  business  as  well  as  to 
work  on  the  temple. 

In  the  fourth  year  of  his  ascension  to 
the  throne,  the  king  laid  the  foundation, 
and  theN  building  was  completed  in 
seven  years. 

The  temple  of  Solomon  was  built  in 
the  main  according  to  the  plan  of  the 
tabernacle.  But  it  was  much  larger  and 
more  elaborately  decorated. 

The  whole  length  of  it  was  105  feet, 
the  breadth  35,  and  the  height  52  feet. 
Before  the  entrance  was  a  porch  which 
towered  over  the  main  building  to  the 
magnificent  height  of  210  feet.  The 
main  building  was  on  three  sides  sur- 
rounded by  rows  of  chambers,  each 
nearly  nine  feet  square,  designated  for 
various  purposes  connected  with  the 
temple  service,  which,  however,  the 
historian  has  not  deemed  necessary  to 
describe.  These  side  chambers  reached 
up  to  about  half  the  height  of  the  walls 
of  the  main  building,  leaving  room  for 
the  windows  above. 

The  walls  of  this  temple  were  built  of 
hewn  stones.  It  was,  like  the  taber- 
nacle, divided  into  two  apartments. 
The  walls  inside  were  lined  with  cedar 
wood,  carved  with  floral  designs. 

The  Holy  of  Holies,  also  called  the 
oracles,  was  a  room  35feet  by  thirty- 
five,  and  the  same  height.  As  the 
temple  itself  was  52  feet  high,  this 
left  a  second  story  above  the  Holy 
of  Holies,  in  which  Michaelis  thinks  the 
tabernacle  and  other  relics  were  stowed 
away.  The  interior  of  this  most  sacred 
place  was  entirely  covered  with  gold. 
A  particular  ornament  consisted  of  two 
cherubim  made  of  olive  wood,  each 
seventeen  and  a  half  feet  high,  and 
overlaid  with  pnre  gold.  These  figures 
were  so  placed  that  their  outstretched 
"wings"  were  spread  from  wall  to  wail. 
Between  these  two  magnificent  figures 
the  ark  was  placed  on  the  day  of  dedi- 
cation. The  veil  closing  the  entrance 
to  this  holy  place  was  similar  to  the  one 
in  the  tabernacle. 

The  ante-room  was  also  most  mag- 
nificently decorated  with  carved  floral 
designs  and  gold,  and  furnished  with  an 
altar,  a  table  and  ten  candlesticks,  all  of 
gold.'  Folding  doors  closed  the  en- 
trance to  this  apartment. 

In  the  portico  two  pillars  were  erect- 
ed each  seventy  feet  high.  These  are 
minutely  described  in  1  Kings,  vn.  13- 
22,  and  2  Chron.  iii.  15-17-  They  were 
cast  of  brass  and  named,  one  Jachin  and 
the  other  Boaz,  meaning  respectively, 
"He  will  establish,"  and  "In  Him  is 
strength."  It  seems  that  from  the  tops 
of  these  pillars  chains  of  curious  work- 
manship were  drawn  into  the  interior  of 


the  temple,  there  connecting  with  simi- 
lar chains  around  the  walls.  The  object 
of  this  arrangement  is  not  stated,  but  it 
is  possible  that  through  these  chains, 
which  went  behind  the  veil,  some  effects 
of  the  glory  of  the  Lord  resting  on  the 
mercy  seat  were  manifested  to  the  peo- 
ple on  the  outside.  Paul  certainly  al- 
ludes to  these  chains  when  he  speaks 
about  the  hope  of  the  Christians  in  the 
following  words:  "Which  hope  we  have 
as  an  anchor  (or  chain)  of  the  soul,  both 
sure  and  steadfast,  and  which  entereth 
into  that  within  the  veil."     (Heb.  vi. 

The  Tabernacle  had  only  one  enclo- 
sure,while  the  temple  had  three.  The 
inner  court  corresponded  to  that  of  the 
Tabernacle.  Here  was  placed  a  large 
baptismal  font  of  brass,  more  than  five 
yards  in  diameter,  and  holding  at  least 
500  barrels  of  water.  It  stood  raised 
upon  the  figures  of  twelve  oxen.  There 
were  also  ten  smaller  fonts,  resting  on 
wheels,  so  as  to  be  easily  moved  from 
one  place  to  another.  These  were  cast 
by  an  artist  named  Hiram  of  Tyre,in  the 
plain  of  Jordan.  To  the  altar  belonged 
numerous  implements,  as  basins,  to 
receive  the  blood  of  the  sacrifices,  pots 
for  boiling  the  meat,  shovels,  etc. 

Besides  the  main  building  itself  and 
the  inner  court,  there  were  numerous 
enclosures  and  apartments  for  various 
purposes.  In  reading  the  Scriptures  it 
should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  name 
Temple  is  sometimes  applied  to  the 
whole  edifice,  and  acts  are  said  to  have 
taken  place  in  the  "Temple"  which 
really  transpired  in  an  outer  court  or 
building,  and  not  within  the  walls  of  the 
house.  According  to  Josephus  the 
whole  sacred  precinct  covered  a  square 
of  four  stadia,  or  half  a  mile  in  circuit. 
To  obtain  this  space,  the  aichitect  had 
to  raise  a  terrace  from  the  valley  be- 
neath more  than  seven  hundred  feet  in 
height. 

The  work  was  now  completed,  and 
the  day  of  dedication  had  come.  The 
Elders  in  Israel  and  all  the  prominent 
men  were  summoned  to  Jerusalem.  A 
solemn  procession  was  formed,  and  the 
ark,  the  holy  vessels,  and  the  Taber- 
nacle itself  were  conveyed  to  Jerusa- 
lem. The  ark  was  deposited  in  its 
place  between  the  cherubim  in  the  most 
holy  place.  The  staves  of  the  ark  were 
partly  drawn  out  of  the  golden  rings 
and  there  left,  with  their  ends  protrud- 
ing  from  under  the  wings  of  the  cheru- 
bim. There  was  now  nothing  in  the 
ark  except  the  two  tables  of  stone  on 
which  the  law  was  engraved. 

As  soon  as  the  ark  had  been  deposit- 
ed in  its  place,  the  cloud  rilled  he  room, 
and  the  officiating  priests  withdrew. 
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The  king  now  delivered  the  following 
address,  i  Kings  viii,  i5-2i:s 

•'And  he  said,  Blessed  be  the  Lord  God  oi 
Israel,  which  spake  with  his  mouth  unto  David 
my  father,  and  hath  with  his  hand  fulfilled  it, 
saying,  since  the  day  that  I  brought  forth  my 
people  Israel  out  of  Egypt,  I  chose  no  city  out 
of  all  the  tribes  of  Israel  to  build  a  house,  that 
my  name  might  be  therein;  but  I  chose  David 
to  be  over  my  people  Israel.  And  it  was  in  the 
heart  of  David  my  father  to  build  a  house  for 
the  name  of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel.  And  the 
Lord  said  unto  David  my  father,  Whereas  it  was 
in  thine  heart  to  build  an  house  unto  my  name, 
thou  didst  well  that  it  was  in  thy  heart.  Never- 
theless, thou  shalt  not  build  the  house;  but  thy 
son  that  shall  come  forth  out  of  thy  loins,  he 


their  heart;  who  hast  kept  witn  thy  servant 
David  my  father  that  thou  promisedst  him;  thou 
spakest  also  with  thy  mouth,  and  hast  fulfilled 
it  with  thine  hand,  as  it  is  this  day.  Therefore 
now,  Lord  God  of  Israel,  keep  with  thy  servant 
David  my  father  that  thou  promisedst  him,  say- 
ing, There  shall  not  fail  thee  a  man  in  my  sight 
to  sit  on  the  throne  of  Israel;  so  that  thy 
children  take  heed  to  their  way,  that  they  walk 
before  me  as  thou  hast  walked  before  me. 
And  now,  O  God  of  Israel,  let  thy  word,  I  pray 
thee,  be  verified,  which  thou  spakest  unto  thy 
servant  David  my  father.  But  will  God  indeed 
dwell  on  the  earth?  behold,  the  heaven  and 
heaven  of  heavens  cannot  contain  thee;  how 
much  less  this  house  that  I  have  builded?  Yet 
have  thou  respect  unto  the  prayer  of  thy 
servant,  and  to  his  supplication,  O  Lord  my 
God,  to  hearken  unto  the. cry  and  to  the  prayer, 
which  thy  servant  prayeth  before  thee  today: 
That  thine  eyes  may  be  open  toward  this  house 
night  and  day,  even  toward  the  place  of  which 
thou  hast  said,  My  name  shall  be  there;  that 
thou  mayest  hearken  unto  the  prayer  which  thy 
servant  shall  make  toward  this  place.  And 
hearken  thou  to  the  supplication  of  thy  servant, 
and  of  thy  people  Israel,  when  they  shall  pray 
toward  this  place;  and  hear  thou  in  heaven  thy 
dwelling  place;  and  when  thou  hearest,  forgive. 

"If  any  man  trespass  against  his  neighbour, 
and  an  oath  be  laid  upon  him  to  cause  him  to 
swear,  and  the  oath  come  before  thine  altar  in 
this  house:  then  hear  thou  in  heaven,  and  do 
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shall  build  the  house  unto  my  name.  And  the 
Lord  hath  performed  His  word  that  he  spake, 
and  I  am  risen  up  in  the  room  of  David  my 
father,  and  sit  on  the  throne  of  Israel,  as  the 
Lord  promised,  and  have  built  a  house  for  the 
name  of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel.  And  I  have  set 
there  a  place  for  the  ark,  wherein  is  the  cove- 
nant of  the  Lord,  which  he  made  with  our 
fathers,  when  he  brought  them  out  of  the  land 
of  Egypt." 

^  Having  concluded  his  address,  the 
king,  kneeling  before  the  altar  in  the 
court,  lifted  his  hands  to  heaven  and 
offered  the  following  dedicatory  prayer: 

Lord  God  of  Israel,  there  is  no  God 
like  thee,  in  heaven  above,  or  on 
earth  beneath,  who  keepest  covenant  and  mercy 
with  thy  servants  that  walk  before  thee  with  all 


and  judge  thy  servants,  condemning  the 
wicked,  to  bring  his  way  upon  his  head;  and 
justifying  the  righteous,  to  give  him  according 
to  his  righteousness 

When  thy  people  Israel  be  smitten  down  be- 
fore the  enemy,  because  they  have  sinned 
against  thee,  and  shall  turn  again  to  thee,  and 
confess  thy  name,  and  pray,  and  make  suppli- 
cation unto  thee  in  this  house:  then  hear  thou 
in  heaven,  and  forgive  the  sin  of  thy  people 
Israel,  and  bring  them  again  unto  the  land 
which  thou  gavest  unto  their  fathers. 

When  heaven  is  shut  up,  and  there  is  no 
rain,  because  they  have  sinned  against  thee;  if 
they  pray  toward  this  place,  and  confess  thy 
name,  and  turn  from  their  sin,  when  thou 
affiictest  them:  then  hear  thou  in  heaven,  and 
forgive  the  sin  of  thy  servants,  and  of  thy 
people  Israel,  that  thou  teach  them  the  good 
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way  wherein  they  should  walk,  and  give  rain 
upon  thy  land,  which  thou  hast  given  to  thy 
people  for  an  inheritance. 

If  there  be  in  the  land  famine,  if  there  be 
pestilence,  blasting,  mildew;  locust,  or  if  there 
be  caterpillar;  if  their  enemy  besiege  them  in 
the  land  of  their  cities;  whatsoever  plague 
whatsoever  sickness  there  be;  what  prayer  and 
supplication  soever  be  made  by  any  man,  or  by 
all  thy  people  Israel,  which  shall  know  every 
man  the  plague  of  his  own  heart,  and  spread 
forth  his  hands  toward  this  house:  then  hear 
thou  in  heaven  thy  dwelling  place,  and  forgive, 
and  do,  and  give  to  every  man  according  to 
his  ways,  whose  heart  thou  knowest;  (for  thou, 
even  thou  only,  knowest  the  hearts  of  all  the 
children  of  men:)  that  they  may  fear  thee  all 
the  days  that  they  live  in  the  land  which  thou 
gavest  unto  our  fathers.  Moreover  concerning 
a  stranger,  that  is  not  of  thy  people  Israel,  but 
cometh  out  of  a  far  country  for  thy  name's 
sake;  (for  they  shall  hear  of  thy  great  name, 
and  of  thy  strong  hand,  and  of  thy  stretched 
out  arm;)  when  he  shall  come  and  pray  toward 
this  house:  Hear  thou  in  heaven  thy  dwelling- 
place,  and  do  according  to  all  that  the  stranger 
calleth  to  thee  for;  that  all  people  of  the  earth 
may  know  thy  name,  to  fear  thee,  as  do  thy 
people  Israel;  and  that  they  may  know  that  this 
house,  which  I  have  builded,  is  called  by  thy 
name. 

If  thy  people  go  out  to  battle  against  their 
enemy,  whithersoever  thou  shalt  send  them, 
and  shall  pray  unto  the  Lord  toward  the  city 
which  thou  hast  chosen,  and  toward  the  house 
that  I  have  built  for  thy  name:  then  hear  thou 
in  heaven  their  prayer  and  their  supplication, 
and  maintain  their  cause.  If  they  sin  against 
thee,  (for  there  is  no  man  that  sinneth  not,)  and 
thou  be  angry  with  them,  and  deliver  them  to 
the  enemy,  so  that  they  carry  them  away  cap- 
tives unto  the  land  of  the  enemy,  far  or  near; 
Yet  if  they  shall  bethink  themselves  in  the  land 
whither  they  were  carried  captives,  and  repent, 
and  make  supplication  unto  thee  in  the  land  of 
them  that  carried  them  captives,  saying,  We 
have  sinned,  and  have  done  preversely,  we  have 
committed  wickedness;  and  so  return  unto  thee 
with  all  their  heart,  and  with  all  their  soul,  in 
the  land  of  their  enemies,  which  led  them  away 
captive,  and  pray  unto  thee  toward  tneir  land, 
which  thou  gavest  unto  their  fathers,  the  city 
which  thou  hast  chosen,  and  the  house  which 
I  have  built  for  thy  name:  then  hear  thou  their 
prayer  and  their  supplication  in  heaven  thy 
dwelling  place,  and  maintain  their  cause,  And 
forgive  thy  people  that  have  sinned  against 
thee,  and  all  their  transgressions  wherein  they 
have  transgressed  against  thee,  and  give  them 
compassion  before  them  who  carried  them  cap- 
tive, that  they  may  have  compassion  on  them: 
for  they  be  thy  people,  and  thine  inheritance, 
which  thou  broughtest  forth  out  of  Egypt,  from 
the  midst  of  the  furnace  of  iron:  that  thine  eyes 
may  be  open  unto  the  supplication  of  thy 
servant,  and  unto  the  supplication  of  thy  people 
Israel,  to  hearken  unto  them  in  all  that  they 
call  for  unto  thee.  For  thou  didst  separate  them 
from  among  all  the  people  of  the  earth,  to  be 
thine  inheritance,  as  thou  spakest  by  the  hand 
of  Moses  thy  servant,  when  thou  bioughtest 
our  fathers  out  of  Egypt,  O  Lord  God." 
i  Kings  viii,  22-53. 


Then  he  arose  and  blessed  the  congre- 
gation. A  sacrifice  followed  consisting 
of  twenty-two  thousand  oxen,  and  a 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  sheep. 

For  seven  days  the  dedication  lasted. 
On  the  eight  day  the  king  dismissed  the 
people,  and  they  went  home  reioicing 
over  "all  the  goodness  the  Lord  had 
done  for  David,  His  servant,  and  for 
Israel,  His  people." 

The  further  history  of  this  magnificent 
edifice  is  all  the  more  saddening,  when 
contrasted  with  the  glorious  dedication 
and  acceptance  of  the  Lord.  For  thirty- 
four  years  only  did  the  temple  retain  its 
original  splendor.  At  that  time,  only 
five  years  after  the  death  of  Solomon,  it 
was  plundered  by  an  invading  foe. 

The  first  cause  that  led  to  this  pro- 
fanation and  to  total  destruction  later, 
is  plainly  traceable  in  the  history,  and 
may  be  briefly  stated  for  the  instruction 
it  conveys.  Solomon  was  unquestion- 
ably a  man  possessing  superior  wisdom. 
Yet,  this  could  not  keep  him  from 
erring,  as  soon  as  he  relied  on  his  own 
prudence  alone.  The  wisest  man  that 
ever  lived  was  as  much  dependent  on 
the  Lord,  as  the  man  of  ordinary  in-  • 
telligence.  Among  the  foolish  things 
that  Solomon  did  was  to  enter  into 
marital  relations  with  foreign 
cesses.  These  exercised  their 
ence  over  him,  causing  him  to 
altars  to  their  deities  in  Canaan, 
ducing  idolatry  in  the  vicinity 
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temple.  Rehoboam,  his  son  and  suc- 
cessor, grew  up  in  this  duplicity  of  re- 
ligion, witnessing  on  the  one  hand  the 
worship  of  Jehovah  and  the  other  the 
worship  of  Baal.  His  mother  was  a 
beautiful  Ammonitess,  a  race  cursed  by 
Jehovah  on  account  of  their  sins. 

As  soon  as  he  was  crowned,  his 
character  became  plainly  visible.  He 
wanted  to  serve  both  the  Lord  and  Baal, 
and  the  nation  followed  his  example. 
The  condition  of  the  people  five  years 
after  Solomon's  death,  brought  about 
through  the  king  marrying  foreign 
women,  who  had  no  sympathy  for  the 
Jewish  religion,  is  thus  described: 

"And  Judah  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord, 
and  they  provoked  Him  to  jealousy  with  their 
sins  which  they  had  committed  above  all  that 
their  fathers  had  done.  For  they  also  built 
them  high  places  and  images  and  groves,  on 
every  hill,  and  under  every  green  tree.  And 
there  were  also  Sodomites  in  the  land,  and  they 
did  according  to  all  the  abominations  of  the 
nations  which  the  Lord  cast  out  before  the 
children  of  Israel."    (1  Kings  xiv.  22-24. 

For  this  cause  the  anger  of  the  Lord 
was  kindled,  and  he  prepared  a  chas- 
tisement. An  Egyptian  ruler,  Shishak, 
invaded  the  country  and  plundered  the 
temple  and  carried  away  much  of  its 
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treasure.  God  did  not  care  for  the 
building  with  its  gold  and  silver,  when 
His  people  were  apostatizing  from  Him. 

Had  Israel  at  this  time  repented,  all 
would  again  have  become  well,  but  they 
did  not  repent.  The  worship  of  God 
was  more  and  more  neglected,  and 
sacred  things  were  no  longer  held 
sacred.  The  sons  of  a  certain  woman 
named  Athalia,  on  one  occasion  de- 
liberately broke  or  otherwise  damaged 
the  ornaments  of  the  walls  and  the  ex- 
pensive vessels.  (2  Chron.  xxiv,  7). 
Later  on  the  king,  Ahaz,  entered  into 
an  alliance  with  the  Assyrian  monarch 
against  Syria  and  the  ten  tribes,  on 
which  occasion  he  sacrilegiously  took 
whatever  gold  and  silver  he  found  in  the 
temple  and  sent  it  as  a  present  to  the 
heathen  ruler.  He  further  took  the 
brazen  altar  in  the  inner  court  and  sent 
it  to  Damascus  to  be  used  for  idolatrous 
purposes,  and  the  great  baptismal  font 
he  pulled  to  pieces. 

Once  in  a  while  a  good  king  arose  in 
Jerusalem  who  endeavored  to  effect  a 
reformation  and  repair  the  temple,  but 
the  people  were  far  gone  in  sin.  The 
first  foolishness  of  Solomon,  in  devi- 
ating from  the  word  of  the  Lord  in  the 
matter  of  his  domestic  relations,  de- 
veloped into  disastrous  results  to  the 
nation. 

During  the  reign  of  Jehojachin 
Nebuchadnezzar  robbed  the  temple  of 
all  valuables  he  could  find  and  carried 
them  away  into  Babylon,  and  the  follow- 
ing year,  he  set  fire  to  it,  thus  executing 
the  judgment  of  the  Lord  on  a  rebel- 
lious people.  They  had  rejected  Him. 
He  now  rejected  them.  There  was  no 
longer  any  need  of  a  temple. 


THE  TEMPLE  OF  ZERUBBABEL. 

The  captivity  of  the  Jews  lasted  70 
years.  During  this  time  Jerusalem  was 
laid  waste  and  the  magnificent  temple  of 
Solomon  was  a  mass  of  ruins.  The 
wealthy  and  influential  of  the  peoole 
were  captives  in  a  foreign  land,  while 
those  who  remained  in  Palestine  mingled 
with  the  Gentiles  and  suffered  oppres- 
sion. 

Through  a  proclamation  (by  the  Per- 
sian Emperor  Cyrus  in  the  year  536  B.C. 
the  captives  were  permitted  to  return 
home,  and  many  availed  themselves  of 
the  opportunity.  The  king  also  restored 
to  the  returning  Jews  the  sacred  vessels 
which  Nebuchadnezzar  had  taken  from 
the  temple,  and  which  amounted  to  five 
thousand  four  hundred  in  all,  consisting 
of  various  utensils  of  gold  and  silver 
(Ezra  i,  10.) 

A  company  of  forty  and  two  thousand 


three  hundred  and  three  score  left  Baby- 
lon for  Canaan,  including  some  who 
claimed  to  be  descendants  of  the  ten 
tribes,  but  who  could  not  prove  this  by 
their  geneaologies,  the  records  being 
lost,  wherefore  it  was  decided  to  take 
them  along,  but  not  to  confer  on  any  of 
them  the  holy  Priesthood,  until  a 
prophet  should  arise  to  decide  their 
claim,  authoritatively,  by  urim  and 
thummim  (Ezra  ii, 59-63).  This  first  com- 
pany was  led  by  Zerubbabel.  Another 
company  led  by  Ezra  arrived  several 
years  later. 

As  soon  as  Zerubbabel  arrived  in 
Jerusalem  he  commenced  to  restore  the 
temple.  Assisted  by  Jeshua  and  other 
pious  men,  he  first  erected  the  altar  of 
burnt  offering  and  commenced  offering 
sacrifices  to  Jehovah.  Then  they 
brought  cedar  from  Lebanon  and  em- 
ployed a  force  of  laborers  to  begin  the 
work  of  building.  The  new  foundation 
was  laid  in  the  second  year  after  their 
leturn  with  imposing  ceremonies,  with 
music  and  song.  Many  of  the  people 
shouted  for  ioy  on  this  occasion,  while 
the  aged  veterans  who  had  seen  the 
temple  of  Solomon  could  not  restrain 
their  tears  (Ezra  iii,  12,  13). 

The  work  now  went  on,  though  fre- 
quently interrupted.  As  soon  as  the  rest 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Cannan  saw  that 
the  returned  Jews  reared  the  sacred 
structure  they  offered  to  join  them  in  the 
work.  On  being  refused — because  they 
had  forfeited  their  standing  by  inter- 
mixing with  their  idolatrous  neighbors, 
both  religiously  and  socially — they  en- 
deavored to  put  all  manner  of  obstacles 
in  the  way  of  the  temple  builders.  They 
employed  lawyers  who  brought  com- 
plaints against  them  before  the  king 
(Ezra  iv,  4-24),  charging  them  with  re- 
bellion. As  a  result  King  Artaxerxes 
commanded  the  work  to  be  discon- 
tinued, because,  as  he  states  in  his  royal 
proclamation,  although  there  was  no 
proof  of  rebellious  intentions  at  present, 
yet  "It  is  found  that  this  city  of  old  time 
hath  made  insurrection  against  the 
king,  and  that  rebellion  and  sedition 
have  been  made  therein."  By  this 
singular  edict  the  work  was  interrupted 
until  the  second  year  of  the  reign  of 
Darius. 

At  this  time  two  prophets,  Haggai  and 
and  Zechariah,  encouraged  the  people 
to  renew  their  work.  They  did  so,  an 
act  of  .noble  heroism  that  was  well  re- 
warded. They  undertook  the  work, 
notwithstanding  the  late  king's  prohibi- 
tion, and  to  their  adversaries,  who  asked 
them  by  what  authority  they  now  reared 
the  walls  of  the  temple,  they  gave  the 
sublime  answer,  "We  are  the  servants 
of  the  God  of  heaven  and  earth." 
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A  complaint  was  again  brought  before 
the  king  against  them,  but  Darius,  on 
finding  that  his  predecessor  Cyrus  had 
given  the  persecuted  people  permission 
to  build,  not  only  confirmed  this  per- 
mission, but  also  decreed  that  a  certain 
amount  of  taxes  should  be  paid  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  the  work  on  (Ezra 
v  and  vi,  i  14).  The  temple  now  was 
speedily  finished. 

The  foundation  was  laid  535  B.  C.  In 
the  following  year  the  work  was  inter- 
rupted, but  again  resumed  in  the  year 
520.  It  was  finished  four  years  later,  the 
construction  having  occupied  nearly  20 
years. 


Jewish  writers  notice  five  things  which 
had  been  in  the  first  temple  and  which 
were  lacking  in  this,  viz.  (1),  the  ark; 
(2)  the  Shekinah;  (3)  the  sacred  fire 
kindled  from  heaven;  (4)  the  urim  and 
thummim;  (5)  the  spirit  of  prophecy. 
Concerning  the  sacred  fire,  the  following 
tradition  preserved  in  the  2  Maccabees  is 
not  altogether  void  of  interest: 

"For  when  our  lathers  were  led  into  Persia, 
the  priests  that  were  then  devout  took  the  fire 
of  the  altar  privily,  and  hid  it  in  a  hollow 
place  of  a  pit  without  water,  where  they  kept  it 
sure,  so  that  the  place  was  unknown  to  all  men. 
Now  after  many  years,  when  it  pleased  God 
Neemias,  being  sent  from  the  King  of  Persia' 


The  Logan  Temple.    (See  Page  1.8.) 


This  temple  was  dedicated  in  the  year 
516  B.  C,  on  the  3rd  of  Adar,  the  last 
month  of  the  ecclesiastical  year.  It  was 
built  on  the  same  plan  as  that  of  Solo- 
mon. Only,  it  was  inferior  in  every  re- 
spect, owing  to  the  poverty  of  the 
people.  It  is  not  further  described  by 
Ezra,  except  what  is  contained  in  the 
decree  of  Cyrus,  that  "The  foundations 
thereof  be  strongly  laid;  the  height 
thereof  three  score  cubits,  and  the 
breadth  thereof  threescore  cubits  (105 
feet),  with  three  rows  of  great  stones, 
and  a  row  of  new  timber"  (Ezra  vi,  3,4). 


did  send  of  the  posterity  of  those  priests  that  had 
hid  it  to  the  fire;  but  when  they  told  us  they 
found  no  fire,  but  thick  water.  Then  com- 
manded he  them  to  draw  it  up,  and  to  bring  it; 
and  when  the  sacrifices  were  laid  on  Neemias 
commanded  the  priests  to  sprinkle  the  wood 
and  the  things  laid  thereupon  with  the  water. 
When  this  was  done,  and  the  time  came  that 
the  sun  shone,  which  afore  was  hid  in  the  cloud, 
there  was  a  great  fire  kindled,  so  that  every  mnn 
marvelled.  And  the  priests  made  a  prayer 
whilst  the  sacrifice  was  consuming,  I  say,  both, 
the  priests,  and  all  the  rest,  Jonathan  beginning, 
and  the  rest  answering  thereunto,  as  Neemias 
did.     And  the  prayer  was  after  this  manner: 


IO 
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O  Lord,  Lord  God,  Creator  of  all  things,  who 
art  fearful  and  strong,  and  righteous,  and 
merciful,  and  the  only  and  gracious  King,  the 
only  giver  of  all  things,  the  only  just,  almighty, 
and  everlasting,  thou  that  deliverest  Israel  from 
all  trouble,  and  didst  choose  the  fathers,  and 
sanctify  them,  receive  the  sacrifice  of  thy  whole 
people  Israel,  and  preserve  thine  own  portion 
and  sanctify  it.  Gather  those  together  that  are 
scattered  from  us,  deliver  them  that  serve  among 
the  heathen,  look  upon  them  that  are  despised 
and  abhorred,  and  let  the  heathen  know  that 
thou  art  our  God.  Punish  them  that  oppress  us, 
and  with  pride  do  us  wrong.  Plant  thy  people 
again  in  thy  holy  place,  as  Moses  hath  spoken. 
And  the  priests  sung  psalms  of  thanksgiving. 
Now  when  the  sacrifice  was  consumed,  Neemias 
commanded  the  water  that  was  left  to  be  poured 
on  the  great  stones.  When  this  was  done,  there 
was  kindled  a  flame;  but  it  was  consumed  by  the 
light  that  shined  from  the  altar.  So  when  this 
matter  was  known,  it  was  told  the  king  of  Per- 
sia, that  in  the  place  where  the  priests  that  were 
led  away  had  hid  the  fire,  there  appeared  water, 
and  that  Neemias  had  purified  the  sacrifices 
therewith.  Then  the  king,  inclosing  the  place, 
made  it  holy,  after  he  had  tried  the  matter.  And 
the  king  took  many  gifts,  and  bestowed  thereof 
on  those  whom  he  would  gratify.  And  Neemias 
called  this  thing  Naphtha,  which  is  as  much  as  to 
say  a  cleansing;  but  many  men  call  it  Nephi  '  — 
2nd  Mac,  i,  19-36. 

That  the  temple  did  not  lack  the 
spirit  of  prophecy  ought  to  be  evident 
from  the  fact  that  Zecharriah,  Haggai 
and  Malachai  all  officiated  within  its 
sacred  walls. 

The  following  data  are  principally  from 
the  books  of  the  Maccabees,  which  al- 
though not  accepted  as  divinely  in- 
spired writings,  yet  are,  in  the  main, 
reliable  as  historical  records. 

For  a  number  of  years  after  the  com- 
pletion of  the  temple  the  Jews  enjoyed 
a  certain  degree  of  prosperity.  Alex- 
ander the  Great  after  having  subdued 
Tyre,  marched  into  Judea  to  take  re- 
venge upon  the  Jews,  who,  loyal,  to 
their  government,  had  refused  him  pro- 
visions during  the  war.  But  as  he 
approached  Jerusalem  a  solemn  proces- 
sion, headed  by  the  High  Priest  Jaddua 
in  his  temple  robes,  went  out  to  meet 
him,  and  God  turned  his  heart  in  their 
favor.  It  is  said  that  he  had  been  fore- 
warned in  a  dream  not  to  hurt  this 
people. 

After  Alexander's  death  Judea  became 
part  of  Egypt,  and  during  this  time  the 
prosperity  was  much  promoted  through 
the  administration  of  the  celebrated 
high  priest,  Simon  the  Just.  He  forti- 
fied the  city  and  the  temple,  making  it 
an  almost  impregnable  stronghold. 

But  during  the  reign  of  Antiochus 
Epiphanes,  the  people  commenced  to 
apostatize.  The  historian  says  that 
"wicked  men  persuaded  many,  saying, 
let  us  go  and  make  a  covenant  with  the 
heathen  that  are  round  about  us,  for 


since  we  have  departed  from  them  we 
have  had  much  sorrow."  In  accor- 
dance with  this  counsel  they  forsook  the 
holy  covenant  and  "sold  themselves 
to  do  mischief." 

Antiochus  now  entered  Jerusalem 
and  robbed  the  temple  of  most  of  its 
sacred  furniture  and  vessels  and  killed 
many  people.  And  not  satisfied  with 
this,  he  prohibited  the  people  from 
obeying  the  law  of  Moses  and  decreed 
that  everyone  should  eat  forbidden  food 
and  sacrifice  to  idcls.  An  image  was 
erected  on  the  altar  of  burnt  offering 
and  the  law  was  torn  to  pieces  and  the 
fragments  burnt  in  fire.  This  was  a 
time  of  mourning  and  despair.  But  a 
deliverer  was  at  hand.  A  priest  named 
Mattathias  was  commanded  to  come 
forward  and  offer  a  sacrifice  to  Jupiter. 
A  royal  reward  was  promised  him,  if  ITe 
would  comply  with  the  command.  But 
he  refused.  Then  another  Jew  came 
forward  to  profane  the  sacred  place. 
At  this  Mattathias  was  filled  with  wrath 
and  killed  the  offender  in  the  sight  of  all 
the  people.  He  also  slew  the  King's 
commissioner  who  stood  near  the  altar. 
After  this  he  fled  to  the  desert  of  Judea 
and  soon  found  himself  surrounded  by 
quite  a  number  of  zealous  patriotic  Jews, 
ready  to  lay  down  their  lives  for  their 
liberty,  their  country  and  their  God. 
Their  standard  bore  the  inscription  M. 
C.  B.  I.,  from  which  their  name  "Macca- 
bees"was  derived, these  letters  being  the 
initials  of  the  Hebrew,  Mi  Camoka 
Baelim  Jehovah?  "Who  is  like  unto 
Thee  among  the  Gods,  O  Jehovah? 

After  three  year's  struggle,  this  little 
band  of  patriots  had  succeeded  in  taking 
possession  of  the  temple.  Antiochus' 
army  was  defeated  by  the  valiant  gen- 
eral, Judas,  the  son  of  Mattathias,  and 
the  sacred  building  was  again  purified 
and  dedicated  unto  the  Lord  in  the 
year  163  B.  C.  This  event  was  after- 
wards celebrated  as  a  national  holiday 
under  the  name  of  the  Feast  of  Dedica- 
tion. It  is  still  kept  in  many  places  and 
coincides  very  nearly  with  Christmas. 

The  Jews  now  entered  into  an  alli- 
ance with  the  Romans  who  finally  made 
themselves  masters  of  the  country.  The 
last  of  the  Maccabean  family  was  de- 
posed bv  Herod  the  Great,  an  Idumean 
by  birth, but  professing'to  be  a  Jew  as  to 
religion. 


THE  TEMPLE  OF  HEROD.. 

Herod  the  Great  ascended  the  throne 
in  the  year  37  B.  C.  His  first  royal  act 
was  to  kill  the  members  of  the  Sanhe- 
drim, except  two.  Then  he  had  his 
brother-in-law,  Aristobulus,  drowned  in 
a     bath,     and     the      eighty-year- old 
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Hyrcanus,  who  had  fled  to  Babylon,  was 
enticed  to  come  back  to  Jerusalem, 
where  he  was  killed,  the  bloodthirsty 
tyrant  pretending  to  fear  that  the  aged 
exile  was  plotting  against  his  crown. 
The  next  victim  was  his  young,  beauti- 
ful wife  Marrianne,  whose  life  was  taken, 
because  the  king  thought  she  would 
certainly  revenge  the  murder  of  her 
relatives.  His  thirst  for  blood  was  not 
yet  satisfied.  Several  of  his  children 
were  next  executed,  and  among  them 
his  oldest  son  Antipater.  Many  of  his 
subjects  suffered  the  same  fate.  During 
his  reign  the  nation  was  continually  kept 
in  a  state  of  alarm.  Such  was  the  man 
who  undertook  the  building  or  rather 
restoration  of  the  last  temple  of  the 
Jews. 

After  a  lapse  of  five  centuries,  the 
Temple  of  Zerubbabel  was  much  de- 
cayed, and  Herod  conceived  the  idea  of 
reconstructing  it,  a  work  which  was 
commenced  about  sixteen  years  before 
the  birth  of  Christ.  For  nine  years  and 
a  half  18,000  workmen  were  employed 
thereon,  and  no  cost  was  spared  to 
make  it  magnificent.  The  work  went 
on  after  the  death  of  Herod,  and  had 
been  46  years  in  building  shortly  before 
the  crucifixion  (John  ii,  20),  and  it  is 
doubtful  whether  it  was  ever  entirely 
completed. 

In  the  construction  of  this  temple 
stones  of  great  size  were  used.  Josephus 
asserts  that  some  were  as  much  as 
seventy-eight  feet  long,  eight  high  and 
ten  broad.  But  let  us  enter  the  sacred 
precinct. 

The  first  or  outer  court  was  called  the 
Court  of  the  Gentiles,  because  no 
stranger  was  allowed  to  pass  beyond  it. 
It  was  enclosed  by  a  wall  over  40  feet 
high,  on  the  inside  of  which  were 
galleries  supported  by  marble  pillars. 
Here  was  Solomon's  piazza,  probably  a 
remnant  of  the  first  temple.  Here  the 
money  changers  and  dealers  in  cattle 
had  established  themselves,  when  the 
Lord  drove  them  out.  Concerning  these 
marble  pillars  Josephus  says:  "Their 
effect  was  incredible  to  those  who  never 
saw  them,  and  an  amazement  to  those 
who  did.  Each  pillar  was  six  cubits 
(about  10  feet)  in  diameter,  and  the 
width  of  the  cloisters,  or  open  work, was 
thirty  cubits"  (52  feet). 

This  court  was  separated  from  the 
court  of  the  women  by  a  terrace,  called 
the  Hil,  11  feet  wide,  the  outer  wall  of 
which  was  a  fence  5  feet  high.  Six  steps 
led  up  to  this  court.  On  the  east  side  of 
this  enclosure  was  the  Beautiful  Gate. 

Next  was  the  Court  of  Israel.  This 
was  fifteen  steps  higher  than  the  Court 
of  Women,  and  it  was  enclosed  by  a  wall 
48  feet  high.     The  principal  entrance  to 


this  court  was  by  the  gate  Nicanor,under 
a  stately  tower.  The  gate  is  described  as 
being  so  heavy  that  it  took  twenty  men  to 
open  and  shut  it.  The  court  itself  was  a 
narrow  piazza,  and  was  separated  from 
the  court  of  the  Priests  by  a  row  of 
pillars.  Here  the  people  stood  while 
their  sacrifices  were  burning  on  the 
altar. 

The  court  of  the  Priesthood  was  with- 
in that  of  Israel  and  about  3  feet  higher. 
To  it  led  steps  on  which  it  is  supposed 
the  musicians  had  their  place  on  certain 
occasions.  The  altar  of  burnt-offering 
was  erected  in  this  court  immediately 
before  the  main  entrance  to  the  edifice. 
It  was  very  large  in  the  time  of  Herod, 
being  over  55  feet  square  at  the  base 
and  17^  feet  high.  Part  of  it  was  cut 
away  at  the  south-east  corner  even  with 
the  boundary  line  between  Judah  and 
Benjamin,  in  order  that  the  whole  of  the 
altar  might  stand  in  the  country  of  the 
former  tribe. 

The  space  between  the  altar  and  the 
temple  was  considered  peculiarly 
sacred. 

We  now  stand  in  front  of  the  portico. 
This  was  a  structure  175  feet  long,  224 
high,  and  38  broad.  It  was  entered  by 
steps.  The  ascent  from  the  outer  court 
to  this  place  was  gradual,  and  a  person 
standing  in  the  portico  was  at  least  42 
feet  higher  than  the  one  in  the  first  court. 
The  portico  had  no  doors,  but  stood  al- 
ways open,  being,  as  Josephus  remarks, 
an  emblem  of  heaven.  From  the 
portico  this  temple  itself  was  entered. 

A  further  description  of  the  temple  is 
unnecessary  in  this  place.  It  was  divided 
similar  to  that  of  Solomon,  by  a  double 
veil  of  exceedingly  costly  material.  This 
was  rent  at  the  crucifixion  of  the  Lord. 
The  height  of  the  building  was  twice 
that  of  the  first  temple,  and  the  outer 
walls  were  white  marble,  presenting  the 
appearance  of  pure  snow  in  the  brilliant 
rays  of  the  oriental  sun,  and  theguilded 
roof  waz  dazzling  to  the  spectators. 

The  Jews  had  a  wonderful  opportunity 
of  preserving  themselves  as  a  nation  and 
at  the  same  time  this  building,  which 
might  have  been  purfied  and  dedicated 
to  Jehovah,  had  they  embraced  the 
message  delivered  to  them  by  the  Son 
of  God.  But  they  rejected  Him,  and 
God  rejected  them.  In  the  year  70  A.D. 
the  temple  was  utterly  destroyed  by  the 
Roman  general  Titus  after  a  long  and 
sanguinary  struggle. 

This  was  the  end  of  a  dispensation, 
the  sunteleia  tou  aionos  predicted  by 
our  Lord  (Matt.  xxiv).  It  was,  seem- 
ingly, a  victory  gained  by  the  power  of 
darkness  over  the  kingdom  of  light.  The 
palace  of  Jehovah  was  laid  in  ruins  and 
His  sacred    furniture    scattered;  His 
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reign  seemed  terminated  on  earth.  But 
before  this  terrible  catastrophe  a  foun- 
dation was  already  laid,  in  the  atoning 
work  of  the  Son  of  God,  for  a  reign  of 
righteousness  and  peace,  an  eternal 
Kingdom  of  God. 

Terrible  were  the  sufferings  of  the 
Jews  during  the  siege  of  Jerusalem  by 
Titus.  The  Christians  had  already  fled 
to  Pella,a  city  beyondjordan.  They  were 
spared  from  the  final  woes,  because  'hey 
believed  the  word  of  Christ  and  sought 
a  place  of  refuge.  It  was  at  the  time  of 
Passover.  The  people  were  gathered 
to  the  number  of  millions.  The  pro- 
visions gave  out  and  the  enclosed  multi- 
tudes suffered  starvation.  People  en- 
deavored to  prolong  their  existence  on 
wild  plants,  or  on  the  leather  of  their 
sandals,  and  even  cases  of  cannibalism 
occurred,  mothers  eating  their  own 
children,  in  fulfilment  of  a  prediction  by 
Moses  (Deut.  xxviii,  56,  57). 

But  notwithstanding  these  sufferings, 
the  people  resisted  the  Roman  army. 
Josephus,  himself,  says  he  plead  with 
them  to  surrender,  but  in  vain.  The 
blind  leaders  seemed  to  think  that  if 
they  withdrew  to  the  temple  the  Lord 
would  fight  for  them.  But  the  Lord  was 
not  there.  Titus  was  determined,  if 
possible,  to  spare  the  temple,  but  the 
Jews  one  night  attacked  the  soldiers 
without,  and  these,  forgetting  in  their 
rage  even  the  orders  of  their  general, 
flung  a  firebrand  through  an  opening  of 
the  portico  and  in  a  moment  the  cedar- 
lined  walls  were  in  flames.  Titus  en- 
deavored to  extinguish  the  fire,  but 
without  success.  The  demon  of  de- 
struction raged  among  the  sold  ers,  and 
they  set  fire  to  everything  combustible 
within  their  reach.  Now  followed  whole- 
sale slaughtering  of  the  unfortunate 
people.  Blood  flowed  down  the  temple 
steps  like  water,  and  above  the  infernal 
tumult  of  the  battle  the  cry  went  up 
Ichabod — "The  glory  (of  God)  is  de- 
parted." 

The  Holy  of  Holies  was  the  last  part 
of  the  building  that  was  sacrificed  to  the 
flames.  The  whole  summit  of  the  hill 
blazed  like  a  volcano,  and  the  neighbor- 
ing hills  were  lighted  up  with  the  awful 
illumination,  while  men,  women  and 
children,  to  the  number  of  many  thou- 
sands were  slain.  The  city  and  temple 
were  razed  to  its  foundations  and  the 
very  ground  finally  plowed  like  a  field. 

This  was  the  end  of  the  Temple  of 
Herod.  It  was  built  by  a  man  whose 
hands  were  dipped  in  blood;  its  fall  was 
accompanied  by  carnage,  probably  un- 
paralleled in  history. 

In  the  second  century  after  Chrisl, 
Emperor  Julian,  the  apostate,  conceived 
the  idea  of  proving  that  our  Lord  was 
not  a  true  prophet,  by  encouraging  the 


Jews  to  rebuild  the  temple.  But  his 
death  prevented  him  from  carrying  this 
idea  out.  And  for  a  long  time  after- 
wards the  Jews  were  not  even  allowed 
to  approach  Jerusalem  on  the  penalty  of 
death. 


HARAM  ESH-SHERIF. 

This  is  the  name  by  which  the  temple 
ground  is  at  present  known  among  the 
orientals.  It  is  in  the  possession  of  the 
Turkish  Government.  Numerous  build- 
ings are  found  on  the  ancient  site.  The 
chief  is  the  beautiful  mosque  of  Omar. 
El-Aksa  is  a  smaller  sanciurary,  prob- 
ably first  erected  by  Justinian  as  a 
Christian  church,  but  later  changed  into 
a  Mohammedan  mosque  by  the  Khalif 
Omar.  Outside  the  temple  ground  on 
the  south-west  corner  is  the  place  of 
lamentation  of  the  Jews.  Here  are  yet 
seen  some  of  the  immense  blocks  which 
once  were  in  the  walls  of  the  Herodian 
Temple.  On  the  east  side  is  the  Golden 
Gate,  from  the  roof  of  which  a  most 
imposing  view  is  obtained  over  the 
Valley  of  Jehosaphat  and  the  Mount  of 
Olives.  The  Mohammedans  consider 
the  temple  site  one  of  their  most  sacred 
places. 


TEMPLES  IN  THIS  AGE. 

From  the  time  of  the  destruction  ot 
the  Temple  of  Herod,  and  to  the  present 
century  there  wtre  no  temples  on  earth, 
except  those  which  were  built  on  this 
continent  and  of  which  we  have  but 
little  information  The  first  Christians 
were  not  temple-builders.  They  never 
gathered  as  one  people.  We  have  seen 
that  the  temple  was  to  the  Jewish  nation 
the  palace  of  their  invisible,  divine 
King.  But  when  the  nation  was  scat- 
tered there  was  no  need  of  a  palace. 
Hence,  the  Christians,  who  formed  no 
nation,  did  not  build  temples. 

The  magnificent  religious  buildings 
that  were  reared  in  latter  centuries  and- 
which  now  adorn  the  great  Christian 
strongholds  are  not  temples,  not  even 
imitations  of  them.  They  are  the  suc- 
cessors of  the  Jewish  synagogues  and 
nothing  more.  With  the  temple  of  Herod 
the  history  of  the  sacred  edifices  is  inter- 
rupted for  more  than  seventeen  hundred 
years. 

The  ancient  prophets  declare,  in  no 
uncertain  language,  chat  the  last  dispen- 
sations should  again  be  characterized  by 
the  rearing  of  temples.  It  is  a  mistake 
to  suppose  that  these  structures  were 
reared  in  the  Mosaic  dispensation  only 
in  connection  with  the  ceremonial  law  of 
sacrifices,  and  that  they  were  no  longer 
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needed,  when  that  law  was  completed  in 
the  sacrifice  of  Christ.  Sacrifices  were 
offered  on  altars  and  not  within  the 
temple  walls,  but  in  the  court.  The 
altars  of  burnt-offering  and  the  temples 
were  entirely  separate  buildings.  The 
sacrifice  of  Christ  did  not  do  away  with 
temples  any  more  than  it  abolished  the 
law  of  prayer  or  the  Priesthood. 

This  is  clear  from  the  fact  that  Ezekiel, 
in  describing  the  glory  of  the  last  dis- 
pensation (chapters 40-44)  gives  aglowing 
view  of  a  temple  with  its  ordinances,  and 
the  return  of  the  glory  of  God  as  in  the 
days  of  old.  It  is  a  temple  to  be  reared 
when  the  land  of  Canaan  is  finally  dis- 
tributed according  to  the  plan  explained 
in  chapter  xlv.  It  is,  therefore,  still 
future,  but  will  come  to  pass  as  sure  as 
Ezekiel  was  a  prophet  of  the  living  God. 
John,  the  Revelator,  too,  in  his  vision  of 
"the  last  days,  the  days  before  the  sound- 
ing of  the  seventh  angel's  trumpef,  which 
was  the  signal  of  the  winding  up  of  the 
scenes,  sees  a  temple,  for  he  is  com- 
manded to  measure  the  temple  of  God 
and  those  that  worship  therein  (Rev.  xi, 
1),  which  would  have  been  impossible 
had  there  been  no  temple  to  measure. 
This  shows  conclusively  that  the  temple 
era  belongs  to  these  last  days  as  well  as 
to  the  former  dispensations. 


THE  TEMPLE  SITE  IN  INDEPEN- 
DENCE. 

As  soon  as  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints  had  been  organized 
the  Lord  in  His  revelations  commenced 
to  intimate  that  a  temple  would  be 
erected.  In  a  revelation  given  in  De- 
cember, 1830,  He  says:  "I  will  suddenly 
come  to  my  temple."  And  again  in 
February,  1831:  "That  my  covenant 
people  may  be  gathered  in  one  in  that 
day  when  I  shall  come  to  my  temple." 

A  place  was  pointed  out  by  God  a  few 
months  later,  or  in  July  the  same  year, 
that  should  be  dedicated  as  a  temple 
site.    The  Lord  said: 

"Behold  the  place  which  is  now  called  Inde- 
pendence is  the  center  place,  and  a  spot  for  the 
temple  is  lying  westward,  upon  a  lot  which  is 
not  far  from  the  court  house"  (Doc.  and  Cov., 
Sec.  lvii,  3). 

The  place  was  speedily  secured,  and 
on  August  1,  1831,  it  was  solemnly  dedi- 
cated by  "the  hand  of  Joseph  Smith,  Jr., 
and  others  with  whom  the  Lord  was  well 
pleased." 

The  Saints  were  prevented  from  build- 
ing this  temple  through  the  persecutions 
of  their  enemies,  but  the  Lord  gave 
them  the  following  promise  in  Septem- 
ber, 1832:  "For  verily  this  generation 
shall  not  all  pass  away  until  a  house 


shall  be  built  unto  the  Lord,  and  a  cloud 
shall  rest  upon  it,  which  cloud  shall  be 
even  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  which  shall 
fill  the  house"  (Doc.  and  Cov.,  Sec. 
lxxxiv,  4)..  A  glorious  promise  given  by 
Him  whose  word  cannot  be  broken. 


THE  KIRTLAND  TEMPLE. 

On  June  1,  1833,  the  Lord  commanded 
His  people  to  repent  of  their  sins  and  to 
build  a  house,  in  which  those  whom  He 
chose  should  be  endowed  with  power 
(Doc.  and  Cov.,  Sec.  xcv).  "If  you  keep 
my  commandments,"  the  Lord  said, 
"you  shall  have  power  to  build  it."  This 
temple  was  to  be  built  according  to  a 
plan,  which  God  promised  to  showtx) 
three  chosen  Elders,  as  He  anciently 
showed  Moses  the  plan  of  the  taber- 
nacle. The  dimensions  were  also  desig- 
nated in  another  revelation.  The  Saints 
responded  willingly  to  this  call  upon 
them,  and  on  July  23,  1833,  the  same  day 
in  which  their  brethren  were  expelled 
from  Jackson  County,  the  corner  stones 
of  the  Kirtland  Temple  were  laid. 

"At  that  time,"  writes  Eliza  R.  Snow, 
"the  Saints  were  few  in  number,  and 
most  of  them  very  poor;  and,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  assurance  that  God  had 
spoken,  and  had  commanded  that  a 
house  should  be  built  to  His  name,  of 
which  He  not  only  revealed  the  form  but 
also  designated  the  dimensions,  an 
attempt  towards  building  that  temple, 
under  the  then  existing  circumstances, 
would  have  been  by  all  concerned  pro- 
nounced preposterous." 

"How  often,"  says  Daniel  Tyler, 
"have  I  seen  those  humble,  faithful  ser- 
vants of  the  Lord,  after  toiling  all  day  in 
the  quarry,  or  on  the  building,  when  the 
walls  were  in  course  of  erection,  weary 
and  faint,  yet  with  cheerful  countenances, 
retiring  to  their  homes  with  a  few  pounds 
of  corn  meal  that  had  been  donated. 
And  in  the  case  of  those  who  lacked  a 
cow  to  give  a  little  milk,  the  corn  meal 
was  sometimes  for  days  together,  all 
that  they  and  their  families  had  to  sub- 
sist upon.  When  a  little  flour,  butter  or 
meat  came  in  they  were  luxuries." 

Notwithstanding  this  poverty,  the 
Saints  worked  faithfully,  in  view  of  the 
glorious  blessings  to  be  given  them  on 
the  completion  of  the  building.  They 
longed  for  the  day  of  dedication.  This 
took  place  on  March  27,  1836,  the  build- 
ing being  completed  in  less  than  three 
years.  Did  the  people  of  God  ever  ex- 
hibit a  nobler  spirit  or  stronger  faith  in 
God  than  did  these  temple-builders  in 
Kirtland  in  their  destitute  circumstances? 
No  wonder  that  God  accepted  their 
sacrifices  and  crowned  their  efforts  with 
heavenly  blessings. 
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The  Salt  Lake  City  Temple.    (See  Page  19.) 


The  day  of  dedication  had  come,  a  feast 
of  heavenly  love  and  sweet  communion. 
There  were  four  hundred  and  sixteen 
Elders  present,  including  the  Apostles 
and  Prophets  of  God.  At  the  morning 
services  Sidney  Rigdon  preached  an 
eloquent  discourse,  lasting  two  hours 
and  a  half.  Joseph  Smith  was  then  by  a 
unanimous  vote  sustained  as  Prophet, 
Seer  and  Revelator,  and  the  various 
quorums  of  the  Priesthood  were  similarly 
sustained.  Among  the  evening  exer- 
cises was  the  dedicatory  prayer,  by  the 
Prophet,  recorded  in  Doc.  and  Cov.  Sec. 
109,  which  for  sublimity  of  language  is 
hardly  surpassed  by  the  loftiest  expres- 
sions of  Isaiah. 

"One  striking  feature  of  the  ceremon- 
ies," says  Eliza  R.  Snow,  "was  the 
grand  shout  of  hosanna,  which  was  given 
by  the  whole  assembly,  in  standing  posi- 
tion, with  uplifted  hands." 

"A  singular  incident    in  connection 


with  this  shout  may  be  discredited  by 
some,  but  it  is  verily  true.  A  notice  had 
been  circulated  that  children  in  arms 
would  not  be  admitted  at  the  dedication 
of  the  temple.  A  sister  who  had  come  a 
long  distance  with  her  babe,  six  weeks 
old,  having  on  her  arrival  heardo.f  the 
above  requisition,  went  to  the  PatrWch, 
Joseph  Smith,  Sr.,  in  great  distress,  say- 
ing that  she  knew  no  one  with  whom  she 
could  leave  her  infant, and  to  be  deprived 
of  the  privilege  of  attending  the  dedica- 
tion seemed  more  than  she  could  en- 
dure. The  ever  generous  and  kind- 
hearted  father  volunteered  to  take  the 
responsibility  on  himself,  and  told  her  to 
take  her  child,  at  the  same  time  giving 
the  mother  a  promise  that  her  babe 
should  make  no  disturbance,  and  the 
promise  was  verified.  But  when  the 
congregation  shouted  hosanna  that  babe 
joined  in  the  shout." 

Brigham  Young  spoke  in  tongues  and 
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David  W.  Patten  interpreted.  In  the 
evening  George  A.  Smith  stood  up  and 
began  to  prophesy,  when  a  noise  was 
heard  like  the  sound  of  a  mighty  wind 
filling  the  house.  The  congregation 
arose  in  an  instant,  and  people  from  the 
neighborhood  came  running  to  learn  the 
cause  of  the  manifestation,  a  brilliant 
light  having  been  seen  above  the  struc- 
ture. The  spectators  were  filled  with 
wonder  and  amazement. 

Several  other  manifestations  have  been 
recorded.  Elder  F.  G.  Williams  testifies 
that  he  saw  an  angel  enter  the  upper 
pulpit.  The  house  was  filled  with  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  many  had  a  testimony 
that  Jesus  was  present. 

On  subsequent  occasions  angels  were 
seen  within  the  sacred  walls,  and  a  pillar 
of  light  was  sometimes  seen  resting  on 
the  root.  Seven  days  after  the  dedica- 
tion the  following  revelation  was  given 
to  Joseph  Smith  and  Oliver  Cowdery: 

"The  vail  was  taken  from  our  minds,  and  the 
eyes  of  our  understanding  were  opened. 

We  saw  the  Lord  standing  upon  the  breast 
work  of  the  pulpit,  before  us,  and  under  His 
feet  was  a  paved  work  of  pure  gold  in  color  like 
amber. 

His  eyes  were  as  a  flame  of  fire,  the  hair  of 
His  head  was  white  like  the  pure  snow,  His 
countenance  shone  above  the  brightness  of  the 
sun,  and  His  voice  was  as  the  sound  of  the 
rushing  of  great  waters,  even  the  voice  of 
Jehovah,  saying — I  am  the  first  and  the  last,  I 
am  He  who  liveth,  I  am  He  who  was  slain,  I  am 
your  advocate  with  the  Father. 

Behold,  your  sins  are  forgiven  you,  you  are 
clean  before  me,  therefore  lift  up  your  head  and 
rejoice,  let  the  hearts  of  your  brethren  rejoice, 
and  let  the  hearts  of  all  my  people  rejoice,  who 
have,  with  their  might,  built  this  house  to  my 
name,  for  behold,  I  have  accepted  this  house, 
and  my  name  shall  be  there,  and  I  will  mani- 
fest myself  to  my  people  in  mercy  in  this  house, 
yea,  I  will  appear  unto  my  servants,  and  speak 
unto  them  with  my  own  voice,  if  my  people  will 
keep  my  commandments,  and,  do  not  pollute 
this  holy  house,  yea  the  hearts  of  thousands  and 
ten  of  thousands  shall  greatly  rejoice  in  conse- 
quence of  the  blessings  which  shall  be  poured 
out,  and  the  endowment  with  which  my  ser- 
vants have  been  endowed  in  this  house;  and  the 
fame  of  this  house  shall  spread  to  foreign  lands, 
and  this  is  the  beginning  of  the  blessing  which 
shall  be  poured  out  upon  the  heads  of  my 
people.    Even  so.  Amen. 

After  this  vision  closed,  the  heavens  were 
again  opened  unto  us,  and  Moses  appeared  be- 
fore us,  and  committed  unto  us  the  keys  of  the 
gathering  of  Israel  from  the  four  parts  of  the 
earth,  and  the  leading  of  the  ten  tribes  from  the 
land  of  the  north. 

After  this,  Elijah  appeared,  and  committed 
the  dispensation  of  the  Gospel  of  Abraham, 
saying,  that  in  us,  and  our  seed,  all  genera- 
tions after  us  should  be  blessed. 

After  this  vision  had  closed,  another  great 
and  glorious  vision  burst  upon  us,  for  Elijah 
the  Prophet,  who  was  taken  to  Heaven  without 
tasting  death,  stood  before  us,  and  said — Be- 
hold, ihe  time  has  fully  come,  which  was  spoke 


of  by  the  mouth  ot  Malachi,  testifying  that  he 
(Elijah)  should  be  sent  before  the  great  and 
dreadful  day  of  the  Lord  come,  to  turn  the 
hearts  of  the  fathers  to  the  children,  and  the 
children  to  the  fathers,  lest  the  whole  earth  be 
smitten  with  a  curse. 

Therefore  the  keys  of  this  dispensation  are 
committed  into  your  hands,  and  by  this  ye  may 
know  that  the  great  and  dreadful  day  of  the 
Lord  is  near,  even  at  the  doors." — Doc.  and 
Cov.,  Sec.  ex. 

The  dimensions  of  the  Kirtland 
Temple  are  80  by  60  feet.  The  walls  are 
50  feet  high  and  the  tower  no.  The 
building  has  four  vestries  in  front,  and 
five  rooms  in  the  attic,  which  were  de- 
voted to  literature,  etc. 

There  was  a  sacred  influence  in  this 
temple,  felt  both  by  the  Saints  and 
by  strangers.  Sister  Snow  testifies  that 
she  has  there  seen  the  lame  throw  aside 
their  crutches  and  the  blind  open  their 
eyes,  the  deaf  regain  their  hearing  and 
the  dumb  their  speech. 

Only  for  a  short  time  did  the  Saints  re- 
tain their  possession  of  this  holy  build- 
ing. In  1837  and  1838  they  were  com- 
pelled to  flee  for  their  lives,  and  the 
temple  came  into  the  hands  of  apostates. 
It  was  defiled  and  the  glory  of  God  left 
it.  It  is  now  claimed  by  the  Josephites, 
who  use  it  for  a  meeting  house. 


THE  NAUVOO  TEMPLE. 

As  soon  as  the  Saints  had  settled  in 
Nauvoo  they  directed  their  attention 
towards  temple-building,  and  a  beauti- 
ful spot  was  selected  for  the  purpose. 
This  was  accepted  of  the  Lord,  who  in  a 
revelation  in  January  19,  1841,  gave 
further  instructions  concerning  the  work 
of  the  Church.  Chosen  messengers  were 
to  be  sent  to  the  Saints,  telling  them  to 
bring  together  valuables  of  all  kinds  for 
this  temple.  It  was  to  excel  the  first 
house  in  every  respect.  The  same  reve- 
lation also  gave  instructions  concerning 
baptism  for  the  dead — an  ordinance 
which  "belongeth  to  My  house,  except 
in  the  days  of  your  poverty,  wherein  ye 
are  not  able  to  build  a  house  unto  Me." 
The  Saints  obeyed  the  voice  of  God, and 
on  April  6th,  1841,  the  cornerstones  were 
laid. 

On  the  morning  of  this  day  a  vast  pro- 
cession proceeded  to  the  ground.  A 
square  of  people  was  formed,  and  the 
speakers  went  to  the  stand  at  the  south- 
east corner  stone.  Sidney  Rigdon  ad- 
dressed the  vast  assembly.  The  prophet 
then  lowered  the  corner  stone,pronounc- 
ing  the  following: 

"The  principal  corner  stone,  in  representation 
of  the  First  Presidency  is  now  duly  laid  in  honor 
of  the  great  God;  and  may  it  there  remain  until 
the  whole  fabric  is  completed;  and  may  the 
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same  be  accomplished  speedily,  that  the  Saints 
may  have  a  place  to  worsnip  God,  and  the  Son 
of  Man  have  where  to  lay  His  head." 

The  south-west  corner  stone  was  next 
laid  by  Don  Carlos  Smith,  presiding  over 
the  High  Priests.  The  north-west  corner 
was  laid  under  the  direction  of  the 
High  Council,  and  the  north-east  by 
Bishop  Newel  K.  Whitney,  representing 
the  Aaronic  Priesthood. 

This  was  a  time  of  rejoicing  by  the 
Saints.  The  conference  lasted  five  days, 
and  the  Prophet  cheered  the  hearts  of 
the  people  with  comforting  speeches. 

The  work  now  progressed  rapidly. 
Eighteen  stone  cutters  were  dressing  the 
rock  for  the  building.  A  general  tithing 
record  was  opened  and  donations  came 
in  freely.  Faithful  Elders  went  into  the 
woods  to  obtain  the  necessary  lumber. 
It  is  worth  while  mentioning  that  the 
sisters  took  a  prominent  part  in  con- 
tributing cash  to  the  funds.  On  the 
suggestion  of  Hyrum  Smith,  they  were 
solicited  to  donate  one  cent  a  week,  and 
responded  so  promptly  that  large  sums 
of  money  came  in  in  this  way. 

In  the  fall  of  1841  a  baptismal  font  was 
built  in  the  basement  of  the  temple.  The 
Prophet  describes  this  in  the  following 
terms:  "The  baptismal  font  is  situated  in 
the  centre  of  the  basement  room,  under 
the  main  hall  of  the  temple.  It  is  con- 
structed of  pine  timber,  and  put  to- 
gether of  staves  tongued  and  groved, 
oval  shaped,  sixteen  feet  long  east  and 
west,  and  twelve  feet  wide,  seven  feet 
high  from  the  foundation,  the  basin  four 
feet  deep.  The  moulding  of  the  cap  and 
base  are  formed  of  beautiful  carved  work 
in  antique  style.  The  sides  are  finished 
with  panel  work.  A  flight  of  stairs  on 
the  north  and  south  sides,  leading  up  and 
down  into  the  basin,  is  guarded  by  side 
railing.  The  font  stands  upon  twelve 
oxen,  four  on  each  side,  and  two  at  each 
end,  their  heads,  shoulders  and  fore  legs 
projecting  out  from  under  the  font;  they 
are  carved  out  of  pine  plank,  glued  to- 
gether, and  copied  after  the  most  beau- 
tiful five-year-old  steer  that  could  be 
found  in  the  country.  .  .  .  This  font 
was  built  for  the  baptisms  for  the  dead 
until  the  temple  shall  be  finished,  when 
a  more  durable  one  will  supply  its  place." 

The  first  person  officiating  for  the  dead 
in  this  font  was  Reuben  M' Bride.  Several 
miraculous  cures  from  diseases  followed 
the  observance  of  the  sacred  rite, 
strengthening  the  faith  of  the  Saints. 

On  the  28th  of  October,  1842,  the  work 
was  so  far  advanced  that  meetings  could 
be  held  in  the  temple,  and  the  following 
Sunday  Apostle  John  Taylor  addressed 
a  congregation  there.  On  May  21,  1843, 
the  Prophet  preached,  on  which  occasion 
the  sacrament  was  administered  to  the 


Saints,  the  emblems  being  bread  and 
water,  for  the  first  time. 

The  martyrdom  of  Joseph  and  Hyrum 
delayed  the  work  for  some  time,  but  it 
was  soon  recommenced,  and  notwith- 
standing all  difficulties,  the  capstone  was 
laid  on  May  24,  1845,  about  6  o'clock 
a.  m.  There  was  a  large  concourse  of 
Saints  present.  President  Brigham 
Young  laid  the  stone,  after  which  he 
said: 

"The  last  stone  is  laid  upon  the  temple,  and 
I  pray  the  Almighty,  in  the  name  of  Jesus,  to 
defend  us  in  this  place,  and  sustain  us,  until  the 
temple  is  finished  and  all  have  got  our  endow- 
ments." 

The  congregation  then  shouted, 
"Hosanna!  Hosanna!  Hosanna  to  God 
and  the  Lamb!  Amen!  Amen!  Amen 
and  Amen!" 

In  the  fall  of  1845  a  meeting  was  held 
in  the  temple,  attended  by  five  thousand 
people,  and  it  was  dedicated  so  far  as 
now  completed  to  the  Lord  as  "a  monu- 
ment of  the  Saints'  liberality,  fidelity  and 
faith." 

During  the  months  of  December,  1845, 
and  January,  1846,  many  Saints  received 
their  endowments,  and  although  the 
exodus  commenced  in  February,  1846, 
the  work  of  finishing  the  building  pro- 
gressed. 

On  April  30th  it  was  dedicated 
privately,  on  account  of  the  persecutions 
of  the  mob,  and  this  being  done,  the 
Saints  fled  across  the  river  to  join  their 
brethren  in  exile. 

The  history  of  the  Nauvoo  Temple 
from  this  time  is  a  sad  one.  Like  the 
Temple  of  Solomon,  it  was  the  object  of 
repeated  acts  of  vandalism.  The  mob 
took  possession  of  it  and  profaned  it  in 
various  ways.  In  November,  1848,  it 
was  set  fire  to  and  in  a  few  minutes  it 
was  enwrapped  in  flames.  The  following 
graphic  description  in  the  History  of 
Hancock  County  reminds  the  reader 
somewhat  of  Josephus  on  the  destruc- 
tion of  Jerusalem: 

"It  was 'a  beautiful  night,  and  about  3  o'clock 
(in  the  morning)  fire  was  discovered  in  the 
cupola.  It  had  made  but  little  headway 
when  first  seen,  but  spread  rapidly,  and  in  a 
very  short  period  the  lofty  spire  was  in  a  mass 
of  flarrfe,  shooting  high  in  the  air,  and  illuminat- 
ing a  wide  extent  of  country.  It  was  seen  for 
miles  away.  The  citizens  arrived,  but  nothing 
could  be  done  to  save  the  structure.  It  was 
entirely  of  wood,  except  the  walls,  and  nothing 
could  have  stopped  the  progress  of  the  flames. 
In  two  hours,  and  before  the  sun  dawned  upon 
the  earth,  the  proud  structure,  reared  at  so 
much  cost — an  anomaly  in  architecture,  and  a 
monument  of  religious  zeal — stood  with  four 
blackened  and  smoking  walls  only  remaining." 

A  dreadful  tornado  swept  over  the 
country  in  May,  1850,  and  tore  down 
what  remained  of  the  walls.     The  rock 
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was  soon  hauled  away  in  all  directions. 
It  is  said  that  almost  every  State  in  the 
Union  has  now  one  or  more  of  the  stones 
that  once  were  laid  in  the  walls  of  this 
temple,  and  that  some  have  even  found 
their  way  to  Europe. 

The  Nauvoo  Temple  was  built  of  light 
grey  limestone,,  and  was  128  feet  in 
length,  88  feet  in  width,  and  65  feet 
from  floor  to  roof.  The  tower  was  165 
feet.  The  amount  expended  on  the 
building  exceeded  one  million  dollars. 


THE  ST.  GEORGE  TEMPLE. 

At  a  council  held  in  St.  George  on 
January  31,  1871,  President  Brigham 
Young  proposed  to  build  a  temple  in 
this  place,  and  the  proposition  was 
unanimously  sustained.  The  dedication 
of  the  Temple  Block  took  place  on  No- 
vember 9th,  the  same  year.  On  this 
occasion  President  Brigham  Young  took 
a  shovel  in  his  hand  and,  pointing  to  a 
stake  which  had  been  driven  into  the 
ground,  said: 

"Immediately  under  thh  stake  and  in  the 
foundation  will  be  placed  a  stone  containing 
sacred  records,  and  immediately  over  it,  when 
the  building  is  completed,  will  be  placed 
another  stone  containing  the  record  of  the 
temple." 

He  then  said: 

"I  now  commence  by  moving  this  soil  in  the 
name  of  Israel's  God." 

After  some  further  ceremomes,  the 
people  joined  in  shouting  hosanna  to  the 
Lord. 

The  same  day  in  the  afternoon  the 
work  of  excavation  commenced.  Ellis 
M.  Sanders,  of.  St,  George,  plowed  the 
first  furrow  in  the  ground. 

The  first  rock  in  the  foundation  was 
laid  on  March  10,  1873,  an(*  on  January 
r,  1877,  the  building  was  solemnly  dedi- 
cated to  the  Lord,  President  Brigham 
Young  presiding.  On  the  9th  of  the 
same  month  the  administration  of  the 
holy  ordinances  commenced. 

On  August  16th,  1878,  the  building 
was  struck  by  lightning  and  slightly 
damaged,  but  it  was  soon  again  re- 
paired. 

The  St.  George  Temple  is  141  feet  8 
inches  long,  and  93  feet  4  inches  wide. 
The  height  from  the  surface  of  the 
ground  to  the  top  of  the  parapet  is  84 
feet.  It  is  surmounted  on  the  east  end 
with  a  tower,  having  a  square  base  with 
octagon-shaped  dome. 

The  quantity  of  rock  in  the  building 
is  estimated  at  17,000  tons.  One  million 
feet  of  lumber  is  used  for  it. 

There  are  11  rooms  in  the  basement. 
The  main  room  above  the  basement  is 
99  feet  by  78  feet. 


The  baptismal  font  is  of  iron,  and 
weighs  with  the  oxen  and  steps  18,000 
pounds.  It  cost  $5,000,  and  was  donated 
by  Brigham  Young.  The  cost  of  the 
whole  building  is  estimated  at  $800,000. 


THE  LOGAN  TEMPLE, 

The  ground  was  dedicated  on  May 
18th,  1877,  at  a  special  conference,  Pr  esi- 
dent Brigham  Young  presiding.  It  is  a 
beautiful  spot,  commanding  a  splendid 
view  of  a  rich  country  and  numerous 
settlements. 

On  the  17th  of  September  the  corner 
stones  were  laid  under  the  directions  of 
the  Apostles.  John  Taylor,  Wilford 
Woodruff,  George  Q.  Cannon,  Brigham 
Young,  Albert  Carrington,  and  Daniel 
H.  Wells  were  present.  Thousands  ot 
people  gathered  from  far  and  near  to 
witness  the  exercises. 

At  12  o'clock  a  procession  was  formed 
under  the  direction  of  George  Q.  Can- 
non and  proceeded  to  the  south-east 
corner  stone.  President  John  1  aylor 
here  made  a  brief  speech,  alluding  feel- 
ingly to  the  death  of  President  Brigham 
Young.  The  stone  was  then  laid  by  the 
master  mason,  assisted  by  the  Apostles 
and  Patriarchs.  Franklin  D.  Richards 
offered  prayer.  The  south-west  corner 
stone  was  laid  by  the  presiding  Bishop, 
assisted  by  the  president  of  the  lesser 
Priesthood  and  the  Bishops  of  the  Stake. 
Bishop  Edward  Hunter  addressed  the 
assembly  and  Bishop  Leonard  W.  Hardy 
offered  prayer.  The  north-west  corner 
stone  was  laid  by  the  president  of  the 
High  Priests'  quorum,  assisted  by  Presi- 
dent Moses  Thatcher,  Wm.  B.  Preston, 
the  Presidency  of  the  Logan  Stake  and 
other  stakes.  George  L.  Farrell  made 
a  brief  address  and  Moses  Thatcher 
offered  prayer.  The  north-east  corner 
stone  was  laid  by  the  First  Presidents  ot 
the  Seventies,  assisted  by  the  Presidents 
of  the  Elders'  quorums  A.  P.  Rock- 
wood  made  an  address  and  Horace  S. 
Eldredge  offered  prayer. 

Several  brief  addresses  were  made, 
and  the  ceremonies  were  brought  to  a 
close. 

On  May  17th  the  temple  was  dedicated 
in  the  presence  of  a  large  gathering  of 
Saints.  The  presiding  Priesthood  were 
seated  according  to  their  respective 
callings.  President  Taylor  offered  the 
dedicatory  prayer.  Among  the  speakers 
were  President  George  Q.  Cannon  and 
Joseph  F.  Smith,  Wilford  Woodruff  and 
Lorenzo  Snow.  The  dedicatory  services 
lasted  three  days,  and  a  spirit  of  love, 
peace  and  harmony  prevailed. 

"The  impression  created  by  the  external 
appearance  of  this  important  structure  is 
heightened  to  intensity  when  its   interiors  is 
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viewed.  It  simply  surpasses  description.  The 
paintings  by  Brothers  Weggeland,  Armitage 
and  Kirkham  have  been  executed  with  artistic 
skill,  as  also  the  ceiling  decorations  by  Brother 
Hurst.  But  the  leading  impression  conveyed 
by  the  prevalence  throughout  of  spotless  white, 
so  far  as  it  is  attainable,  is  purity,  and  then 
beauty,  while  these  two  elements  are  interwoven 
with  the  all-prevailing  sentiment  from  base  to 
roof,  of  order." — Deseret  News,  May  20,  1884. 

The  Logan  Temple,  including  towers 
and  buttresses,  is  171  feet  long  by  95.  It 
has  a  tower  30  feet  square  at  each  end. 
The  eastern  tower  is  155  feet  high,  and 
the  western  tower  143  leet. 


THE  MANTI  TEMPLE. 

At  a  conference  held  at  Ephraimjune 
25>  IO>75,  President  Brigham  Young 
announced  that  the  temple  should  be 
built  upon  the  magnificent  site  it  now 
occupies.  Joseph  A.  Young  was  imme- 
diately appointed  architect  and  superin- 
tendent of  the  work,  but  he  died  in 
August  the  same  year,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Wm.  H.  Folsom.  The  ground 
was  dedicated  under  the  direction  of 
President  Brigham  Young,  on  April 
24, 1877.  The  corner  stones  were  laid 
two  years  later,  on  April  14,  1879.  Presi 
dent  John  Taylor  laid  the  south-east 
corner  stone;  Bishop  Edward  Hunter 
the  south-west;  President  F.  W.  Cox  the 
north-west,  and  President  H.  S.  Eldridge 
the  north-east. 

The  Saints  labored  faithfully  to  erect 
this  sacred  building.  Special  blessings 
were  anticipated  on  the  completion  of 
this,  the  third  temple  in  Utah. 

On  May  21,  1888,  this  House  was 
solemnly  dedicated  to  the  Lord.  The 
dedicatory  prayer  was  offered  by  Apostle 
Lorenzo  Snow.  The  services  lasted  for 
three  days,  and  the  outpouring  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  was  of  a  Pentecostal  nature. 

Several  Saints  testified  to  having  heard 
heavenly  music  before  the  commence- 
ment of  the  services.  To  others  the 
spirits  of  Brigham  Young,  John  Taylor 
and  Jedediah  M.  Grant  appeared.  Others 
saw  light  of  supernatural  origin  surround 
the  speakers. 

Nor  were  these  manifestations  limited 
to  the  days  of  the  dedication  services. 
Heavenly  music  was  afterwards  heard 
by  numerous  Saints  who  hadtthe  privil- 
ege of  officiating  for  the  dead  in  this 
sacred  house,  and  other  proofs  of  the 
presence  of  the  power  of  God  were 
numerous. 

The  Manti  Temple  is  172^  feet  long 
by  95  m  width.  From  the  ground  to  the 
square  it  is  82  feet.  The  east  tower  is 
^79  feet  and  the  west  tower  169.  The  site 
of  this  building  is  unique,  it  being  sur- 
rounded by  terraces.  The  foundation  is 
63  feet  above  the  level  of  the  road. 


THE  SALT  LAKE  CITY  TEMPLE. 

The  history  of  the  Salt  Lake  City 
Temple  dates  as  far  back  as  the  28th  of 
July,  1847.  On  that  day  President  Brig- 
ham Young,  in  company  with  a  party, 
took  a  walk,  when  an  inspiration  sud- 
denly illuminated  his  brilliant  mind,  and 
stopping,  he'struck  the  ground  with  his 
cane  with  the  exclamation,  "Here  will 
be  the  Temple  of  ourGod."  The  Prophet 
had  halted  where  the  centre  of  the 
building  is  now  located.  The  same  day 
in  the  evening  a  meeting  was  held  and 
a  resolution  adopted  to  set  apart  ten 
acres  for  a  temple  block  and  to  build  up 
the  city  around  it. 

At  that  early  date  no  more  could  be 
done  than  selecting  a  site  for  the  future 
building.  The  little  band  of  Saints  that 
had  bravely  crossed  the  plains  in  order 
to  escape  a  cruel  fate  at  the  hands  of 
lawless  mobs  found  themselves  in  a 
barren  desert, which  had  to  be  changed, 
by  diligent  labor  and  keen  intelligence, 
into  an  abode  of  man.  This  was  done, 
and  with  the  growing  prosperity  atten- 
tion was  given  to  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

At  the  getieral  conference  held  in 
April,  1851,  the  assembly  voted  to  build 
a  temple.  The  population  of  Utah  then 
consisted  of  about  30,000  souls,  nearly 
5000  of  whom  lived  in  the  capital. 

Two  years  later,  on  February  14,  1853, 
the  temple  block  was  dedicated  and  the 
ground  broken  for  the  foundation,  and 
on  April  6th  the  same  year  the  corner 
stones  were  laid. 

The  following  description  is  found  in 
the  Contributor,  vol.  Ill,  78,  79. 

"On  February  14  a  large  assembly  met  on  the 
Temple  Block  to  witness  the  ceremony  of  conse- 
cration of  the  ground  for  the  temple  to  be  built 
there.  President  Brigham  Young  and  his 
Counselors  were  present  to  select  the  site  of  the 
temple.  Truman  O.  Angell,  the  architect,  and 
Jesse  W.  Fox,  surveyor,  completed  the  survey; 
by  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  the 
President  and  Council,  and  the  Twelve  Apostles, 
removed  to  the  east  line,  and  Marshal  Little, 
aided  by  the  police,  pointed  out  the  boundaries 
of  the  temple  to  the  assembled  thousands,  in  the 
midst  of  whom  President  Young  delivered  a 
thrilling  address.  The  united  bands  added 
greatly  to  the  solemnity  of  the  occasion;  the 
consecrating  prayer  was  offered  by  President 
Heber  C.  Kimball,  the  Twelve  Apostles  assist- 
ing in  removing  the  first  earth  preparatory  for 
the  foundation  of  the  temple.  The  Mayor  of  the 
city,  J.  M.  Grant,  represented  the  city,  and 
assisted  in  the  imposing  ceremonies. 

A  good  idea  of  the  comparative  value  of  real 
estate  at  this  time  may  be  formed  from  the 
following  advertisement:  "For  sale  or  rent.  The 
house  or  premises,  consisting  of  three  city  lots, 
under  good  fence,  adobie  house,  16  by  40,adobie 
stable,  16  by  22;  on  Emigration  Street,  S.  W. 
corner  of  the  Eleventh  Ward,  opposite  the 
cedar  post.  The  whole  premises  can  be  rented 
for  $8  per  month,  or  bought  immediately  for 
$500  in  cash  or  stock." 
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From  February  14th  to  conference  time  a 
great  deal  of  work  had  to  be  done  in  the  pre- 
paration of  the  ground  for  laying  the  foundation 
of  the  temple.  The  committee  of  arrangements, 
by  order  of  Lieut.  Gen.  D.  H.  Wells,  detailed 
guards  and  escorts;  Capt.  David  Pettigrew,  in 
command  of  a  body  of  "Silver  Greys,"  Capt.  P. 
C.  Merrill,  with  a  company  of  the  nth  Regi- 
ment, infantry;  Col.  Duzette,  to  muster  and 
arrange  the  several  bands  for  duty;  Maj.  Gen. 
J.  M.  Grant,  marshal  of  the  day.  The  6th  o 
April  was  a  very  lovely  day  "The  sun,  the  sky, 
the  atmosphere,  the  earth,  appeared  neither  too 
cold  nor  too  hot,  nor  lukewarm;  all  seemed 
filled  with  life;  adapted  in  all  their  several 
temperaments  to  each  soul,  to  cheer  and  make 
happy  every  individual  of  the  many  thousands 
of  aged,  middle-aged  and  youth,  who  had 
assembled  from  the  near  and  remote  parts  of 
this  inhabited  valley." 

After  the  opening  of  conference  in  the  Taber- 
nacle, the  general  authorities  of  the  Church  pro- 
ceeded to  the  temple  ground.  The  First  Presi- 
dency laid  the  south-east  corner  stone  of  the 
temple;  the  Presiding  Bishop  and  Council,  with 
the  Presidents  and  Council  of  the  Lesser  Priest- 
hood, laid  the  south-west  corner  stone;  the 
quorum  of  the  Twelve  Apostles,  with  the  First 
.  Presidency  of 'he  Seventies,  and  the  President 
and  Council  of  the  Elders'  quorum  laid  the 
north-east  corner  stone;  the  north-west  corner 
stone  was  laid  by  the  Presidency  of  the  High 
Priests'  quorum,  with  the  President  of  the  Stake 
and  High  Council.  * 

The  south-east  corner  stone  was  dedicated  by 
President  Heber  C.  Kimball  after  an  oration 
by  Presiding  Bishop  Hunter;  Bishop  Cordon 
dedicated  the  south-west  corner  stone;  the 
north-west  corner  stone  was  dedicated  by  Elder 
G.  B.  Wallace,  after  an  address  by  John  Young, 
Presfdent  of  the  High  Priests'  quorum;  the 
north-east  corner  stone  was  dedicated  by  Elder 
Orson  Hyde,  after  an  address  by  Elder  Parlev 
P.  Pratt,  both  of  the  quorum  of  the  Twelve 
Apostles.  After  prayer  by  President  B  Young, 
the  procession  returned  to  the  Tabernacle. 

The  First  Presidency,  Brigham  Young,  Heber 
Chase  Kimball  and  Willard  Richards;  Presiding 
Patriarch,  John  Smith;  the  Twelve  Apostles, 
O.  Hvde.  P.  P.  Pratt,  John  Taylor,  W.  Wood- 
ruff, E.  T.  Benson,  G.  A.  Smith,  A.  Lyman,  C. 
C.  Rich,  L.  Snow,  E.  Snow,  and  Franklin  D. 
Richards  were  present  at  this  conference;  Orson 
Pratt  being  away  on  a  mission  to  the  States; 
Presidents  of  the  Seventies,  Joseph  Young,  L. 
W.  Hancock,  Z.  Pulsipher,  H.  Herrinun,  B. 
L.  Clapp,  A.  P.  Rockwood  and  J.  M.  Grant; 
Presidents  of  the  High  Priests  quorum,  John 
Young,  R.  Cahoon  and  G.  B.  Wallace;  Presi- 
dent of  the  Stake,  David  Fullmer;  Clerk  of 
Conference,  Thomas  Bullock;  Reporter,  G.  D. 
Watt;  Superintendent  of  Public  Works,  D.  H. 
Wells;  Architect,  Truman  O.  Angell. 

On  June,  16,  1853,  the  work  of  laying 
the  foundation  was  commenced  at  the 
south-east  corner  stone,  and  it  was  com- 
pleted July  23,  1855.  Some  years  later 
it  was  discovered  that  the  foundation 
was  not  solid  enough  for  the  immense 
building  to  be  reared  thereon,  an  1  the 
whole  was  taken  out  and  recon- 
structed. 

The  threatened  invasion  of  Johnston's 


army  in  1857  interrupted  the  work  for 
some  time.  The  Saints  then  had  pre- 
pared for  another  exodus, and  to  the  num- 
ber of  thousands  were  already  march- 
ing southward  in  the  month  of  April,when 
Governor  Cumming  arrived  in  Salt  Lake 
City.  The  scenes  of  Nauvoo  were  about 
to  be  reenacted.  "The  roads,''  says 
Bancroft,  "were  filled  with  wagons  laden 
with  provisions  and  household  furni- 
ture. By  their  side  women  and  children, 
many  of  them  so  thinly  clad  that  their 
garments  barely  concealed  their  naked- 
ness, some  being  attired  only  in  sacking, 
some  with  no  covering  but  a  remnant^of 
rag-carpet,  and  some  barefooted  and 
bleeding,  tramped  through  the  deep 
snow,  journeying  they  knew  not  whither, 
no  more  than  at  the  exodus  from  Nau- 
voo.   But  it  was  the  will  of  the  Lord." 

With  the  restoration  of  peace  and 
order  the  work  on  the  temple  was  re- 
sumed, and  has  been  going  on  steadily 
as  means  have  permitted. 

When  ex-Marshal  Frank  H.  Dyer  was 
appointed  receiver  in  1887,  and  in  this 
capacity  seized  the  property  of  the 
Church,  an  effort  was  made  to  include 
the  temple  in  the  seizure,  and  for  a  time 
it  seemed  uncertain  whether  the  people 
should  be  permitted  to  complete  the 
work  so  dear  to  their  hearts.  The  Saints 
have  therefore  all  the  more  cause  to  re%- 
joice  in  the  fact  that  the  Lord  has  over- 
ruled all  things  and  put  them  in  a  posi- 
tion to  so  far  finish  this  holy  habitation. 
It  is  a  proof  that  their  work  of  faith  has 
been  accepted  by  Him. 

The  original  plans  of  this  temple  were 
published  in  the  Millennial  Star,  xvi, 
635,  and  in  the  Deseret  News,  August 
17,  1854,  by  the  architect,  Truman  O. 
Angell. 

The  whole  length  of  the  building,  in- 
cluding towers,  is  i86>£  feet,  and  the 
width  99.  There  are  six  towers,  three 
on  the  east  and  three  on  the  west  end  of 
the  structure. 

The  four  corner  towers  each  start  from 
a  footing  26  feet  square,  and  continue 
i6j^  feet.  At  this  point  they  reach  the 
line  of  the  base  string  course,  and  are 
here  reduced  to  25  feet  square.  At  the 
height  of  38  feet  they  reach  the  second 
string  course,  and  are  reduced  to  23  feet 
square.  Then  they  continue  38  feet  to 
the  thircl  string  course.  The  string 
courses  continue  all  around  the  build- 
ing, except  when  separated  by  buttres- 
ses, and  consist  of  massive  mouldings 
from  solid  block  stone.  The  two  corner 
towers  on  the  east  end  then  rise  25  feet 
to  a  connice  and  the  two  west  towers  19 
feet.  The  four  towers  then  rise  9  feet 
to  the  top  of  the  battlements.  They  are 
cylindrical,  17  feet  in  diameter  inside. 
Each  of  these  towers  have  five  orna- 
mental windows. 
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The  two  centre  towers  start  from  a 
footing  31  feet  square,  and  break  off  in 
sections  in  line  with  the  corner  towers  to 
the  height  of  the  third  string  course.  The 
east  tower  then  rises  40  feet  to  the  top 
of  the  battlements  and  the  west  tower  34 
feet.  All  the  towers  terminate  in 
spires,  the  details  of  which  were  not  de- 
cided upon  when  the  original  plans  were 
drawn.  At  the  corners  of  the  towers  are 
octagon  turrets.  On  the  two  west  corner 
towers  and  on  the  west  end  are  seen  in 
alto  relievo  the  figure  of  Ursa  Major, 
with  the  pointers  ranging  nearly  towards 
the  polar  star. 

The  walls  of  the  building  are  from  6  to 
8  feet  thick,  standing  upon  a  footing  of 
a  16  feet  thick  and  16  feet  deep  wall. 

The  basement  is  divided  into  several 
apartments.  The  centre  room  is  57  feet 
°y  35>  an<3  contains  the  baptismal  font. 
In  the  first  storey  is  a  large  100m,  120 
feet  by  80.  It  is  arched  over  in  the 
centre  with  an  eliptical  arch,  which  drops 
at  its  flank  10  feet  and  has  38  feet  span. 

The  large  room  in  the  second  story 
is  one  foot  wider  than  the  room  below, 
in  consequence  of  the  walls  being  but 
six  feet  thick  here,  falling  off  six  inches 


The  Temple  of  Solomon  was  built  at 
a  time  when  the  Jewish  nation  numbered 
millions  and  had  attained  remarkable 
wealth  and  prosperity.  The  Temple  of 
Zerubbabel  was  built  in  a  desolate 
country  and  by  poor  exiles,  but  these 
carried  with  them  means  of  temple- 
building,  donated  by  the  wealthy  Per- 
sian rulers.  Herod  had  the  treasures  of 
a  country  at  his  command  when  he  com- 
menced his  temple-building.  But  what 
had  the  Saints  when  they  dedicated  the 
ground  on  which  this  magnificent  struc 
ture  stands?  Let  the  history  of  the  pion- 
eers answer  that  question.  These  noble 
Saints  found  themselves  in   a  desert, 


The  St.  George  Temple.    (See  page  18.) 


on  the  outside  and  six  on  the  inside.  In 
both  storys  there  are  numerous  side 
rooms. 

The  roof  is  almost  flat.  The  whole 
building  covers  an  area  of  21,850  feet. 
The  cost  of  the  temple  is  variously  esti- 
mated, but  will-  probably  not  fall  below 
$4,000,000.  The  material  is  granite, quar- 
ried in  Little  Cottonwood  Canyon. 

In  viewing  this  magnificent  structure 
as  it  stands  today,  a  triumph  of  archi- 
tecture, the  fact  should  not  be  lost  sight 
of  that  the  designs  were  made  and  the 
work  commenced  under  the  most  un- 
favorable circumstances.  Only  when  we 
remember  this  can  we  form  an  idea  of 
the  heroic  faith  that  prompted  the  first 
builders  and  the  unselfish  sacrifices  that 
made  its  erection  possible. 


hundreds  of  miles  from ~\  2^  civilization, 
from  which  they  had  been  compelled  to 
flee  for  their  lives.  They  were  destitute 
with  all  that  this  word  implies,  and  they 
were  few  in  number.  Yet,  they  trusted 
in  Him  who  had  led  them  to  this  valley, 
and  in  His  name  the  work  was  carried 
on.  It  should  be  evident  to  all  that  the 
blessings  of  the  Almighty  have  been 
showered  upon  this  country  as  a  token 
of  His  acceptance  of  the  faith  and  sacri- 
fices of  His  people.  The  contemplation 
of  this  fact  fills  the  hearts  of  the  faithful 
ones  with  joy,  and  they  cannot  but 
render  to  Him  the  honor  and  the  glory 
for  what  has  been  accomplished,  antici- 
pating at  the  same  time  many  blessings 
yet  in  store  for  the  Saints  of  the  Most 
High. 
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THE  LAYING  OF  THE  CAPSTONE. 

On  April  the  6th,  1892,  the  capstone 
was  laid  on  the  Salt  Lake  City  Temple 
by  President  Wilford  Woodruff,  with 
imposing  ceremonies,  and  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  largest  assemblage  ever 
gathered  in  this  Territory. 

The  annexed  account  of  the  important 
event  was  published  in  the  Deseret 
News,  on  the  evening  of  the  day  of  the 
dedication: 

The  following  initiatory  proceedings 
were  conducted  in  the  Tabernacle,  be- 
ginning at  10  am.: 

The  choir  and  congregation  united  in 
singing: 

Come,  come,  ye  Saints,  no  toil  nor  labor  f<  ar, 

But  with  joy  wend  your  way  ; 
Though  hard  to  you  this  journey  may  appear, 

Grace  shali  be  as  your  day. 

Prayer  by  Elder  Seymour  B.  Young. 
The  choir  sang  the  anthem: 

Glorious  ib  Thy  name. 
ARRANGEMENT  OF  THE  ASSEMBLAGE. 

The  Priesthood  were  arranged  in  the 
following  order: 

The  upper  section  of  the  centre  stand, 
at  the  west  end  of  the  building,  was 
occupied  by  the  First  Presidency.  In 
the  other  sections,  respectively,  were  (1) 
Members  of  the  Quorum  of  the  Twelve 
Apostles,  (2)  Presiding  Council  of  the 
Seventies,  (3)  Presiding  Bishopric. 

In  the  two  divisions  on  the  north  and 
south  of  the  centre  stand  were  seated 
the  Presidents  of  Stakes  and  their  Coun- 
selors and  High  Councilors. 

The  Bishops  and  their  Counselors 
were  arranged  on  the  north  and  south 
lower  division  of  the  stand. 

The  following  was  the  arrangement  in 
the  auditorium — main  body  of  the  hall — 
Front  section  south  of  the  centre  aisle, 
quorums  of  Seventies;  behind  them  the 
Elders. 

Front  section  north  of  the  centre  aisle, 
High  Priests;  behind  them  were,  respect- 
ively f  the  Priests, Teachers  and  Deacons. 

The  general  public  occupied  the  re- 
mainder of  the  body  of  the  hall — east 
division — and  the  galleries. 

Apostle  Lorenzo  Snow, 

at  the  request  of  President  Cannon,  in- 
structed the  congregation  as  to  the  order 
of  ceremony  at  the  laying  of  the  cap- 


stone of  the  Temple.  "The  words  of 
the  shout  'Hosanna,'  "  he  said,  "to  be 
uttered  upon,  or  after,  the  laying  of  the 
capstone  to-day  were  introduced  by 
President  Joseph  Smith  at  the  Kirtiand 
Temple,  and  were  there  used  at  a  solemn 
assemblage  where  the  power  of  God 
was  manifested  and  the  vision  of  the  Al- 
mighty was  opened  up  to  the  brethren. 
This  is  no  ordinary  order,  but  is — and 
we  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood — 
a  sacred  shout,  and  employed  only  on 
extraordinary  occasions  like  the  one  now 
before  us.  We  wish  it  also  to  be  distinct- 
ly understood  that  we  want  the  brethren 
and  sisters  not  only  to  express  the  words, 
but  that  their  hearts  shall  be  full  of 
thanksgiving  to  the  God  of  Heaven, 
who  has  accomplished,  through  our 
agency,  this  mighty  and  extraordinary 
labor.  Thirty-nine  years  ago  to-day  the 
foundation  stone — the  corner  stone — of 
this  Temple  was  laid,  and  in  reflecting 
and  meditating  upon  the  wonderful 
blessings  that  God  has  bestowed  upon 
us,  His  people,  during  this  number  of 
years  that  have  passed  since  that  time, 
we  wish  the  Saints  to  feel,  when  they  pro- 
nounce this  shout,  that  it  comes  from 
their  hearts.  Let  your  hearts  be  filled 
with  thanksgiving."  The  speaker  then 
gave  out  the  following  words:  "Hosan- 
na, Hosanna,  Hosanna  to  God  and  the 
Lamb.  Amen,  amen,  amen,"  and  con- 
tinued— "Now  when  we  go  before  the 
Temple  and  this  shout  goes  forth,  we 
want  every  man  and  every  woman  to  shout 
these  words  to  the  very  extent  of  their 
voices,  so  that  every  house  in  this  city 
may  tremble,  the  people  in  every  por- 
tion of  this  city  hear  it,  and  it  may  reach 
to  the  eternal  worlds." 

President  Snow  then  proceeded  to 
train  the  people  in  the  hosanna  shout, 
the  eftect  of  which  was  thrilling  and 
grand. 

President  Wilford  Woodrnff 

said  in  substance  :  If  there  is  any  scene 
on  the  face  of  this  earth  that  will  attract 
the  attention  of  the  God  of  heaven  and 
the  heavenly  host,  it  is  the  one  before 
us  today — the  assembling  of  this  people, 
the  shout  of  "Hosanna,"  the  laying  of 
the  top-stone  of  this  Temple  in  honor  to 
our  God.  My  brethren,  sisters  and 
friends,  we  want  to  finish  this  Temple; 
we  want  to  dedicate  it  unto  God  as  soon 
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as  we  can,  so  that  the  vast  host  who 
dwell  in  this  region  of  country  may  go 
into  it  and  attend  to  the  ordinances  for 
their  living  and  for  their  dead.  I  hope 
we  shall  all  lay  this  to  heart  and  try  to 
furnish  mear\s  so  far  as  we  can,  in  order 
that  the  building  may  be  speedily  com- 
pleted. We  are  able,  as  a  people,  to  do 
this.  I  realize  that  there  are  many  calls 
upon  the  Latter-day  Saints  for  the  work 
and  purposes  of  the  Church  and 
kingdom  of  God  upon  the  earth;  but 
this  work  now  before  us  is  a  most  im- 
portant event — the  most  important  that 
we  have  upon  our  hands.  I  well  remem- 
ber the  day  and  the  hour  when  this  first 


places  and  redeem  them,; as  Jesus  went  to 
preach  to  the  spirits  in  prison  three  days 
and  three  nights,  while  his  body  lay  in 
the  tomb.  Some  of  them  had  laid  there 
a  long  time — thousands  of  years — up  to 
the  time  when  Christ  was  crucified  and 
His  Spirit  went  to  them  in  prison. 

President  Woodruff  then  proceeded  to 
enlarge  upon  the  blessings  enjoyed  by 
the  Latter-day  Saints  in  regard  to  their 
work  in  the  Temples,  and  said  he  re- 
joiced in  the  knowledge  that  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith,  President  Brigham  Young, 
Heber  C.  Kimball  and  others  formerly 
associated  with  them  in  this  great  latter- 
day  work  on  the  earth  were  rejoicing 


Position  of  Capstone  previous  to  being  lowered  into  place. 


revelation  for  the  redernption  of  our 
dead  was  received  by  the  mouth  of  the 
Prophet  of  God.  Who  can  comprehend 
this  ?  Where  is  the  man  or  woman  who 
can  comprehend  this  principle,  that  we 
have  the  power  to  go  into  these  Temples 
of  our  God  and  redeem  our  progenitors 
— our  fathers  and  our  mothers,  from 
whom  we  have  descended  ?  They  never 
heard  the  Gospel ;  they  never  enjoyed 
the  blessings  which  you  and  I  have  in 
our  day  and  time  through  the  mercy  of 
pod.  We  are  their  posterity.  They  are 
on  the  other  side  of  the  veil,  shut  up  in 
prison,  and  will  there  remain  until  their 
sons  and  daughters  go  into  these  holy 


today  at  what  they  saw  and  heard.  The 
shout  of  "Hosanna"  would  enter  into 
the  presence  of  God,  and  they  would 
rejoice  thereat.  So  far  as  we  carried 
out  the  purposes  which  God  had  placed 
upon  us,  and  the  responsibilities  devolv- 
ing upon  us,  when  we  got  through  here 
we  should  have  the  privilege  on  the 
morning  of  the  resurrection  of  sitting 
down  with  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob, 
and  those  of  our  relatives  who  had 
already  passed  away  in  the  family 
organization  of  the  celestial  world  for 
ever  and  ever. 
The  choir  sang: 

The  Temple  Anthem. 
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Benediction  by  President  George  Q. 
Cannon. 

THE  PROCESSION. 

The  Priesthood,  arranged  in  proces- 
sion after  the  following  order,  marched 
to  the  grounds  adjoining  the  Temple  at 
about  half-past  eleven: 
First  Presidency, 
Twelve  Apostles,  * 
Presiding  Patriarch  and  Patriarchs, 
First  Seven  Presidents  of  Seventies, 
Presidents  of  Stakes,  their  Counselors, 
and  High  Councilors, 


AT  THE  TEMPLE. 

On  a  stand  located  at  the  southwest 
corner— south  side  of  the  building— the 
General  Authorities  of  the  Church  were 
seated,  as  follows:  The  First  Presidency: 
Wilford  Woodruff,  George  Q.  Cannon 
and  Joseph  F.  Smith;  of  the  Quorum  of 
the  Twelve  Apostles:  Lorenzo  Snow, 
Franklin  D.  Richards,  Moses  Thatcher, 
Francis  M.  Lyman,  John  H.  Smith, 
Heber  J.  Grant,  John  W.  Taylor,  Mar- 
riner  W.  Merrill,  Anthon  H.  Lund,  and 
Abraham  H.  Cannon. 


V///////"\  W////W 
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View  op  South  Side  of  Temple  during  Laying  of  Capstone. 


Seventies, 
High  Priests, 
Elders, 

Presiding  Bishops, 

Bishops  and  Counselors, 

Priests, 

Teachers, 

Deacons. 

The  work  of  arranging  the  Priesthood 
according  to  the  various  orders,  and  the 
organization  of  the  procession  was  su- 
perintended by  Bishop  John  R.  Winder. 


Patriarch  to  the  Church — John  Smith.  . 

Of  the  First  Seven  Presidents  of  the 
Seventies :  Seymour  B.  Young,  C.  D. 
Fjeldsted,  John  Morgan,  B.  H.  Roberts, 
George  Reynolds,  and  Jonathan  Golden 
Kimball;  the  Presiding  Bishopric:  Wm. 
B.  Preston,  Robert  T.  Burton,  and  John 
R.  Winder.  Presidents  of  Stakes  and 
Counselors,  and  other  officials  of  the 
Church  also  occupied  this  platform.  The 
stand  was  elevated  about  eight  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  ground.    Its  base 
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was  decorated  with  national  bunting, 
and  it  was  surmounted  by  the  United 
States  flag. 

To  the  left  of  the  main  stand^was  a 
platform  occupied  by  the  Tabernacle 
choir. 

Near  the  southeast  corner  of  the  posi- 
tion occupied  by  the  general  authorities 
was  another  stand.  It  was  also  decor- 
ated with  national  bunting.  This  plat- 
form was  occupied  by  Evan  Stephens, 
conductor,  and  Joseph  J.  Daynes,  organ- 
ist. 

Held's  band  occupied  a  position  im- 
mediately east  of  the  choir. 

Following  is  the  account  of  the  cere- 
monies at  the  Temple: 

The  "Capstone  March,"  composed  by 
C.  J.  Thomas,  and  dedicated  by  permis- 
sion to  the  First  Presidency,  was  played 
by  Held's  Band. 

The  Temple  Anthem — words  by  C.  L. 
Walker,  music  by  Evan  Stephens — was 
sung  by  the  Tabernacle  Choir: 

Glorious  God,  Eternal  Father, 

In  the  name  of  Christ  we  pray 
Thou  wilt  bless  us  with  Thy  presence, 

While  this  crowning  stone  we  lay; 
Let  Thy  favor  rest  upon  it, 


Let  Thy  hand  protect  these  tow'rs 
May  Thy  peace  brood  over  this  Temple, 
It  is  Thine,  O  Lord,  not  ours, 
It  is  Thine, it  is  Thine,it  is  Thine,  O  Lord,  not 
ours. 

Glory,  Glory,  hallelujah, 
Heav'n  and  earth  and  angels  sing, 
Heav'n  and  earth  and  angels  sing. 

Choirs  celestial  join  the  chorus, 

Christ  our  King. 
Praise  Him,  Praise  Him,  Christ  our  King. 

Shout  hosannas,  shout  hosannas, 

Glory  be  to  God  our  head, 
For  His  everlasting  mercies 

To  the  living  and  tne  dead: 
Joy  now  reigns  where  once  was  sadness 

'Midst  the  prison's  dreadful  gloom, 
Millions  hail  with  joy  and  gladness 

Victory  over  hell  and  tomb! 
Victory,  victory,  victory  over  hell  and  tomb, 

CHORUS. 

Sound  throughout  His  vast  creations, 

All  His  wondrous  heavenly  host, 
Glory  be  to  God  the  Father," 

Jesus  Christ  and  Holy  Ghost; 
Sing  ye  bright  seraphic  legions' 

Loud  as  thunder  in  the  sky, 
Pealing  through  celestial  regions, 

Glory  be  to  God  on  high, 
Glory,  glory,  glory  be  to  God  on  high ! 

President  George  Q.  Cannon  exhibited 
to  the  immense  concourse  of  people  a 
polished  copper  plate  (engraved  by 
David  M'Kenzie)  inscribed  as  follows: 


HOLINESS  TO  THE  LORD. 

THE  TEMPLE  BLOCK   CONSECRATED  AND   GROUND    BROKI  N   FOR  THE 
FOUNDATION  OF  THIS  TEMPLE,  FEBRUARY  14TH,  1853. 

THE    CORNER    S10NES    WERE    LAID    APRIL    6th,    1853,  COMMENCING 
AT  THE  SOUTHEAST  CORNER. 

GENERAL    CHURCH  AUTHORITIES: 


April  6,  1853. 
FIRST  PRESIDENCY. 

Brigham  Young, 
Heber  C.  Kimball,  Willard  Ri  hards. 

TWELVE  APOSTLES. 


Orson  Hyde, 
Parley  P.  Pratt, 
Orson  Pratt, 
Wilford  Woodruff, 
John  Taylor, 
George  A.  Smith, 


Amasa  Lyman, 
Ezra  T.  Benson, 
Charles  C.  Richj 
Lorenzo  Snow, 
Erastus  *now, 
Franklin  D.  Richards. 


PATRIARCH  TO  THE  CHURCH. 

John  Smith,  son  of  Af-ael. 

FIRST  SEVEN  PRESIDENTS  OF  SEVENTIES. 

Joseph  Young,  Zera  Pulsipher, 

Levi  W.  Hancock,        A.  P.  Rock  wood, 
Henry  Herriman         Jedediah  M.  Grant, 
Benjamin  L.  Clapp. 

PRESIDING  BISHOP. 

Edward  Hunter. 

T.  O.  Angell,  Jos.  D. 


April  6th,  1892. 

FIRST  PRESIDENCY. 

Wilford  Woodruff, 
George  Q.  Cannon.  Joseph  F.  Smith. 

TWELVE  APOSTLES. 


Lorenzo  Snow, 
Brigham  Young, 
Francis  M.  Lyman, 
George  Teasdale, 
John  W.  Taylor, 
Anthon  H.  Lund, 


Franklin  D.  Richards, 
Moses  Thatcher, 
John  H.  Smith, 
Heber  J.  Grant, 
Marriner  W.  Merrill, 
Abraham  H.  Cannon. 


PATRIARCH  TO  THE  CHURCH 

John  Smith,  son  of  Hyrum. 

FIRST  SEVEN  PRESIDENTS  OF  SEVENTIES. 

Jacob  Gates,  Seymour  B.  Young, 

C.  D.  Fjeldsted,  John  Morgan, 

B.  H.  Roberts,  George  Reynolds, 

Jonathan  G.  Kimball. 

PRESIDING  BISHOP. 

William  B.  Preston, 
Robert  T.  Burton,  John  R.  Winder,  Counselors 

C.  Young,  Architects. 


THE  CAPSTONE  WAS  LAID  APRIL  6TH,  1892,  BY  PRESIDENT 
WILFORD  WOODRUFF. 
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It  was  announced  that  this  plate  would 
be  laid  in  with  the  capstone,  together 
with  the  following  articles: 

Book  of  Mormon,  Book  of  Doctrine 
and  Covenants,  Voice  of  Warning, 
Spencer's  Letters,  Key  to  Theology, 
Hymn  Book,  Bible,  Compendium,  Pearl 
of  Great  Price,  and  some  other  books; 
also  photographs  of  Joseph  and  Hyrum 
Smith,  Brigham  Young,  John  Taylor, 
Wilford  Woodruff,  George  Q.  Cannon, 
and  Joseph  F.  Smith,  and  a  photograph 
of  the  Salt  Lake  Temple  as  it  now 
stands,  etc. 

THE  PRAYER. 

The  following  prayer  was  offered  by 
President  Joseph  F.  Smith: 


casion,  and  accept  of  our  dedication  of 
ourselves,  of  our  labors,  of  all  that  we 
have  and  are  upon  the  earth,  unto  Thee, 
the  Lord,  our  God;  for  we  desire  to  be 
Thine,  tnd  we  desire  that  Thou  wilt  ac- 
cept of  us  and  acknowledge  us  as  Thy 
children  and  that  we  may  feel  in  our 
hearts  that  our  lives  and  our  course  of 
action  are  acceptable  unto  Thee.  We 
feel,  Heavenly  Father,  to  dedicate  unto 
Thee  at  this  time  the  capstone  of  this 
Temple.  That  we  are  permitted  to  lay 
it  this  day,  we  are  grateful  to  Thee,  and 
thus  finish  the  laying  of  the  stones  of 
this  building,  which  has  been  for  thirty- 
nine  years  in  the  course  of  its  erection. 
We  thank  Thee  for  the  privilege.  We 
pray  Thee  to  sanctify  this  service  to  our 


Appeabance  of  Capstone  when'Laid. 


O  God,  our  Heavenly  Father,  we  de- 
sire to  draw  near  unto  Thee  at  this 
moment  and  offer  unto  Thee  the  grati- 
tude of  our  hearts  for  this  pleasant  and 
blessed  opportunity  that  we  enjoy  of  as- 
sembling ourselves  together  on  this  the 
sixty-second  anniversary  of  the  organi- 
zation of  Thy  Church  in  the  earth  in  the 
dispensation  ot  the  fulness  of  times.  We 
thank  Thee  that  on  this  occasion  we  are 
permitted  and  privileged  to  lay  the  cap- 
stone of  this  building  which  we  have 
been  permitted  to  erect  thus  far  unto  the 
name  of  God,  our  Father  in  Heaven. 
And  we  pray  Thee,  O  Father,  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ,  Thy  Son,  that 
Thou  wilt  behold  us  in  mercy  on  this  oc- 


good.  May  it  go  down  in  the  memories 
of  those  that  are  assembled  here,  and 
may  it  be  retained  in  the  memories  of  the 
young — the  children  that  are  here  in  our 
midst — that  they  may  carry  it  to  their 
latest  day.  We  thank  Thee  that  there 
are  a  few  of  us  here  that  were  privileged 
to  behold  the  laying  of  the  corner  stones 
of  this  building,  and  that  Thou  hast  pre- 
served us  through  years  that  have  passed 
and  brought  us  to  this  present  time  un- 
der so  favorable  circumstances  as  those 
which  surround  us.  Bless  this  vast  con- 
gregation of  people;  pour  out  Thy  Holy 
Spirit  upon  them;  may  they  have  the 
Spirit  of  God  to  dwell  in  their  hearts, 
and  may  the  love  of  truth  actuate  them 
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in  all  that  they  do  from  this  time  forth 
and  forever.  Bless  the  workmen  that 
have  labored  upon  this  Temple;  bless 
those  that  shall  be  immediately  engaged 
in  laying  the  capstone;  bless  Thine  aged 
servant  President  Woodruff,  and  sancti- 
fy to  him  the  honor  which  is  due  unto  him, 
O  God,  of  laying  the  capstone  by  the  in- 
strumentality of  electricity,  that  great 
agency,  the  discovery  of  which  has  been 
granted  unto  the  people  of  this  genera- 
tion. 

We  ask  Thee,  Heavenly  Father,  now 
to  accept  of  us,  and  to  accept  of  our 
services,  for  all  that  we  do  we  desire 
to  do  in  Thy  name,  and  to  Thy  name's 
honor  and  glory  and  to  our  salvation. 
We  dedicate  ourselves  unto  Thee. 
Accept  of  us  we  pray  Thee  and 
sanctify  unto  us  every  dispensation  of 
Thy  providence,  and  help  us  to  see 
and  acknowledge  Thy  hand  cheerfully 
in  all  things. 

All  of  which  we  ask  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ,  our  Redeemer.  Amen. 

The  choir  sang: 

Grant  us  peace. 

Architect  Joseph  Don  Carlos  Young 
shouted  from  the  top  of  the  Temple: 

"The  capstone  is  now  ready  to  be 
laid." 

President  Woodruff 

stepped  to  the  front  of  the  platform 
and  said: 

Attention,  all  ye  house  of  Israel  and 
all  ye  nations  of  the  earth.  We  will 
now  lay  the  top-stone  of  the  Temple  of 
our  God,  the  foundation  of  which  was 
laid  and  dedicated  by  the  Prophet, 
Seer  and  Revelator  Brigham  Young. 

President  Woodruff  then  pressed  the 
button,  thus  opening  an  electric  current 
to  a  contrivance  connected  with  the 
capstone,  the  latter  being  thus  released 
and  placed  in  position. 

THE  HOSANNA. 

The  immense  concourse  of  people, 
led  by  President  Lorenzo  Snow,  shouted 
the  hosanna  in  concert: 

"Hosanna,  hosanna,  hosanna,  to  God 
and  the  Lamb,  Amen,  Amen,  Amen." 

This  was  done  three  times,  each 
shout  being  accompanied  by  a  waving 
of  handkerchiefs,  except  when  the 
names  of  God  and  the  Lamb  were 
uttered. 

The  spectacle  and  effect  of  the  shout 
was  grand    beyond    description,  the 
emotions  of  the  multitude  being  stirred 
up  in  the  greatest  intensity  of  devotion 
nd  enthusiasm. 

The  choir  and  congregation  sang: 


The  Spirit  of  God  like  a  fire  is  burning! 

The  latter-day  glory  begins  to  come  forth. 
The  visions  and  blessings  of  old  are  returning, 

And  angels  are  coming  to  visit  the  earth. 

We'll  sing  and  we'll  shout  with  the  armies  of 
heaven, 

Hosanna,  hosanna  to  God  and  the  Lamb ! 
Let  glory  to  them  m  the  highest  be  given, 
Henceforth  and  forever;  Amen  and  Amen! 

The  Union  Glee  Club  sang  "The 
Temple  Ode  ;"  words  by  H.W.  Naisbitt; 
music  by  C.  J.  Thomas  : 

All  hail  this  glorious  day, 
This  grand, auspicious  day. 
The  vales  resound,  the  mountains  ring, 
The  capstone  on  the  Temple  bring, 
With  gladsome  peal,  united  sing, 
Of  truth's  still  widening  wav. 
The  time  is  near  at  h  and, 
When  Christ  shall  come  and  claim  His  own, 
And  'mid  his  Saints  erect  that  throne 
Which  on  the  earth  must  stand. 
All  hail  that  glorious  day! 
The  shadows  melt  away; 
The  skies  are  bright, 
Soon  truth  and  right, 
Shall  come  to  earth  from  Zion's  light, 
And  man  redeemed  at  last  shall  shine, 
Our  Father's  image,  all  divine. 

Apostle  Francis  M.  Lyman 

said:  Six  months  ago — it  was  last 
October — President  Woodruff  expressed 
in  a  council  of  the  Presidency  of  the 
Church  and  the  presiding  authorities  of 
the  Stakes  and  wards,  that  he  desired  to 
live  to  see  the  dedication  of  this  Temple. 
It  was  the  feeling  in  the  hearts  of  the 
brethren  present  that  an  effort  should  be 
made  to  accomplish  that  work.  Next 
April  it  will  be  just  forty  years  from  the 
time  of  the  laying  of  the  corner-stones 
of  this  Temple,  and  I  have  a  resolution 
to  offer  to  assembled  Israel  today  which 
embraces  the  ground  covered  by  a  reso- 
lution suggested  by  our  Brother,  Willard 
Young 

RESOLUTION. 

Believing  that  the  instructions  of  President 
Woodruff,  respecting  the  early  completion  of 
the  Salt  Lake  Temple,  is  the  word  of  the  Lord 
unto  us,  I  propose  that  this  assemblage  pledge 
themselves,  collectively  and  individually,  to 
furnish,  as  fast  as  it  may  be  needed,  all  the 
money  that  may  be  required  to  complete  the 
Temple  at  the  earliest  time  possible,  so  that  the 
dedication  may  take  place  on  April  6th,  1893. 

The  resolution  was  put  to  the  meeting 
that  it  might  receive  the  endorsement  of 
all  Israel.  The  result  was  a  deafening 
shout  of  "ayes"  from  the  assembled 
host. 

Brother  Lyman  then  stated  that  he , 
would  head  a  subscription  list  with  a 
donation  of  one  thousand  dollars  to  aid 
in  the  attainment  of  the  object  expressed 
in  the  resolution. 

Music  by  the  band. 

Closing  anthem  by  the  Tabernacle 
choir — "Song  of  the  Redeemed,"  com- 
posed by  Evan  Stephens. 
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BENEDICTION. 

President  George  Q.  Cannon  then  pro- 
nounced the  benediction  as  follows: 

"O  God,  our  Eternal  Father,  accept 
all  our  proceedings  this  day.  Let  Thy 
blessing  descend  upon  this  people  and 
upon  all  that  we  have  done,  and  grant 
that  the  Holy  Ghost  may  rest  down  upon 
every  one  of  us,  and  upon  all  the  honest 
in  heart  everywhere.  Bless  this  entire 
people  from  north  to  south  and  from 
east  to  west,  and  the  honest  in  heart 
throughout  the  earth,  which  we  ask  in 
the  name  of  Jesus,  beseeching  Thee  to 
dismiss  us  with  Thy  peace,  in  His 
name.  Amen. 


Statue  surmounting  Capstone. 


Conference  was  declared  adjourned 
for  six  months. 

THE  MULTITUDE. 

The  number  of  people  who  attended 
the  ceremonies  and  who  were  on  the 
grounds  was  probably  about  40,000,  be- 
sides many  thousands  more  who  crowded 
the  adjoining  streets  and  covered  every 
building  in  the  vicinity  from  which  a  view 
of  the  interior  of  the  Temple  Block 
could  be  obtained.    The  entire  scene 


was  imposing,  presenting  a  spectacle 
that  has  not  been  duplicated  on  this  con- 
tinent in  modern  times.  It  must  have 
made  an  impression  on  the  people  who 
witnessed — especially  the  participants  in 
the  ceremonies — that  will  never  be 
effaced  from  their  memory. 

THE  STATUE  OF  MORONI. 

The  work  of  surmounting  the  cap- 
stone with  the  figure  representing  the 
angel  Moroni  was  proceeded  with  after 
the  ceremonies.  This  figure  is  of  gi- 
gantic proportions,  being  twelve  feet 
five  and  a  half  inches  in  height.  The 
idea  conveyed  by  the  statue  is  that  of  a 
herald,  01  messenger,  in  the  act  of 
blowing  a  trumpet,  an  embodiment  of 
the  fact  of  Moroni  bringing  the  Gospel 
to  the  earth  in  this  latter-day  dispen- 
sation. It  is  made  of  twenty-four  ham- 
mered copper,  and  was  constructed  by 
W.  H.  Mullens  &  Co.,  of  Salem,  Ohio, 
after  a  model  by  Mr.  C.  E.  Dallin, 
of  this  city.  The  figure  is  admirably 
proportioned,  and  its  pose  is  graceful. 
It  is  gilded  with  pure  gold  leaf,  and 
surmounting  its  crown  is  an  incandes- 
cent lamp  of  one  hundred  candle- 
power.  It  was  placed  in  position  and 
was  unveiled  at  ten  minutes  past  three 
o'clock.   Its  effect  is  beautiful. 

THE  FINIALS. 

The  ornamental  terminals  are  being 
placed  upon  all  of  the  towers  of  the 
Temple,  with  the  exception  of  the  mid- 
dle one  on  the  east  end  of  the  structure, 
which  is  surmounted  by  the  statue  of  the 
angel.  The  largest  of  the  five  finials  is 
on  the  middle  tower  of  the  west  end  of 
the  building.  It  is  twelve  feet  in  height. 
Those  which  will  adorn  the  towers  of  the 
four  corners  are  ten  feet  in  height.  All 
of  them  are  handsome,  and  will  give 
these  elevated  points  of  the  building  an 
appropriate  finish.  They  are  maae  of 
sixteen  hammered  copper,  and  are  the 
handiwork  of  Samuel  Backman,  of  this 
city,  a  skilled  workman  in  metals. 
These  ornamental  finishes  are  being 
fastened  into  the  capstones  of  the  towers 
by  means  of  iron  rods,  which  reach  to  an 
insulating  joint  about  half  way  up  the 
interior  of  the  finials.  Each  of  the  latter 
is  gilded  with  pure  gold  leaf,  and  has  at- 
tached to  it  eight  one-hundred  candle- 
power  incandescent  lamps.  There  being 
five  of  these  ornaments,  the  illumina- 
tion they  will  afford  in  the  aggregate  will 
be  4,000  candle  power.  When  all  of 
them  shall  be  lighted  and  combined  with 
a  one  hundred  candle-power  lamp,  which 
will  be  suspended  over  the  crown  of  the 
figure  representing  the  Angel  Moroni, 
the  effect  will  be  most  brilliant  and 
beautiful. 
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